


Minutes of the meeting of the Services and Environment Committee held on 15th July 2026 at 19:00hrs in the Council Chamber at Shefford House, 15 High Street, Shefford, SG17 5DD or viewed using Microsoft Teams
Present:	Cllrs Mark Greenwood, Nicola King, Lisa Hayes, Paul Mackin, Elsa Tattersfield, Ian Deavin, Christine Culleton, and Sue Silver.
Clerk:	C Quinlan (Admin Assistant) and T Medley (Town Clerk)

SE/26/27 Apologies
Apologies received from Cllrs Fred Wilson, Steve Nash, and Danny Cummins.

SE/26/28 Declarations of Interest
Cllr Deavin declared an interest in Agenda Item SE/26/34 due to his connection with the Shefford Community Festival.
Cllr Silver and Culleton declared interests in Agenda Item SE/26/35 due to their connection with the STMA Committee.

SE/26/29 Public Question Time
None received.

SE/26/30 Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 10th June 2026 were proposed by Cllr Greenwood, seconded by Cllr Culleton, and agreed as a true record.

SE/26/31 Storage Container
C Quinlan reported on the project’s progress as the Traffic Management Plan has been received from Maydencroft, and she has contacted the architect and CBC Planning Team to confirm how to submit the discharge of condition document.
Cllr Mackin raised the state of the land in question with considerable fly tipping and litter present. Cllr Greenwood suggested that the land wait to be cleared until the project begins, to prevent the works from having to be carried out twice.
The Robert Lucas Trust have also raised concerns regarding the location of commercial bins being left on their land in Duck Lane from the adjacent businesses.

SE/26/32 Cleaning/Toilet Contract
As agreed, the cleaning contracts of Shefford House and the public toilets were reviewed after three months, and it was agreed by all to continue with the contractors.
The loose tile on the roof of the public toilets was raised; C Quinlan has contacted Liddle and Co to obtain a quote for repairs.
Cllr Greenwood raised a query regarding removing the padlock from the toilet doors, C Quinlan to action along with a faulty lock on a cubicle door.

SE/26/33 Grass-cutting Contract
The grass cutting contract was discussed, as additional areas have been added since tender and certain areas have been missed on the initial remit, and thus have been added and other areas will be continued to be added. 
The area of St Michaels and All Angels church was queried, as STC are not responsible for cutting the front area but are responsible for the area behind the church and St Michaels Play Area. Due to a remark made by a member of the public, it was recommended for the contractors to drop the blade for the play area. The cemetery footpath was also raised as an area for a shorter cut.

SE/26/34 Shefford Community Festival
It was proposed for the STC organised events to be held in Shefford House. The Games session is to be held on Friday 11th, 4-5:30pm for primary age children, and 6-7:30pm for secondary age children. The Volunteer Group event is to be held on Saturday 12th, 11am-2pm, and Cllr Culleton has a list of groups she will contact. Cllr Deavin requested that once plans have been established, the Community Festival be informed as soon as possible.
Cllr Deavin showed the Council the suggested logos/mascots designed by children from Shefford Lower School. Although written permission from parents may be required, it was agreed that an exposition or competition or trail to use the posters would be a great way to use the designs, and something for next year as well.

SE/26/35 STMA Committee Meeting 
T Medley reported on the attendance to the recent STMA committee meeting and the unpleasant behaviour towards representatives of STC. CBC contacted T Medley as the Town Clerk to ascertain the conduct of the STMA Committee and their conduct. Following the meeting, T Medley contacted BRCC regarding various concerns and having taken advice, she submitted her formal written letter detailing these on Tuesday 14th July. Since T Medley will be on holiday, Cllr Culleton and A Marabese will attend the next STMA meeting.

SE/26/36 AOB
It was reported that Maydencroft will carry out the Himalayan Balsam works on Monday and Tuesday next week. 
CQ gave an update on the noticeboard quote delay.
T Medley reported on the Parish & Town Council Road Safety Partnership launched by CBC. Under this arrangement, Town and Parish Councils will fully fund eligible low cost, minor road safety improvements on the local highway network. Potential applications were discussed and it was agreed to research quotations and cost for the September Full Council meeting.
Cllr Greenwood gave thanks to C Quinlan and K Easton for their work on the successful Green Flag application for 2026/27.

Meeting closed 20:01hrs.



