

Minutes of the meeting of the Services and Environment Committee held on 11th March 2026 at 19:00hrs in the Council Chamber at Shefford House, 15 High Street, Shefford, SG17 5DD or viewed using Microsoft Teams
Present:	Cllrs Mark Greenwood (Chair), Christine Culleton (Deputy Chair), Nicola King, Paul Mackin, Elsa Tattersfield, Fred Wilson, and Sue Silver.
Town Clerk:	C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)
1. Apologies: received from T Medley and Cllrs Steve Nash and Danny Cummins.

2. Declarations of interest: None.

3. Public Question Time: None received.

4. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the committee on 18th February 2026 were reviewed, proposed by SS, seconded by NK and agreed as a true record by all.

5. UK Prosperity Fund
Plans for the UK Prosperity Fund were discussed, including an update on the delivery of the beacon; temporary permission obtained for the beacon CCTV camera on the Bridge pub (CQ to follow up on the Bridge agreement); the ordering of the Fire Station noticeboard and above-ground planters (CQ to check with TM); Shefford Town Council pop-up gazebo with panels and display sing (NK to action); and the invoicing of the goals (NK sent to TM). 

6. Drovers Spinney Management Plan
Following a meeting with CQ, Karen Easton, David Ager and Lottie from Maydencroft, a draft Drovers Spinney management plan is being drafted. Management plans of other green spaces were discussed and CQ will follow up on the draft Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green management plan for 2025-2030. 

7. Interpretation Boards
Various quotations were presented to Cllrs and the design and materials were discussed. Following a discussion with Kare Easton, CQ recommended to have only one interpretation panel installed in Waterside. To be in keeping with the Drovers Spinney interpretation panel (installed in 2020), it was agreed to proceed with the quote from Fitzpatrick Woolmer (CQ to action).

8. Tree Safety Survey
Following the last tree safety inspection survey in September 2023, it was agreed for CQ to request Maydencroft to carry out a survey of the trees in The Meads, Waterside, Drovers Spinney and Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green. 

9. Any Other Business
The removal of the broken metal railings in Kingsmede were discussed and it was agreed to obtain a quote for the removal of the remaining posts.
The removal and disposal of the STMA play equipment was agreed with a further quote for the removal of the remaining grass mats.
As per agreed at the March Full Council meeting, the NS&I change of mandate signatories was agreed with the removal of the out-of-date signatories and the replacement of TM, PM and NK as signatories, with the suggested signatory of the Finance Officer in future (CQ to action).
The bench seat proposed for adjacent to the river at Southbridge Street was inquired about (CQ to check with TM).
The 2026 Duck Race was discussed and it was agreed to make the same donation as previous years.
The yoga sessions payments were discussed, and it was agreed to contact the instructor regarding payment.

Meeting closed 19:35hrs.

