
Minutes of the meeting of the Finance & Strategy Committee held on 15th April 2026 at 19:00hrs in the Council Chamber at Shefford House, 15 High Street, Shefford, SG17 5DD or viewed via Microsoft Teams

Present:	Cllr Paul Mackin (Chair), Cllr Nicola King, Cllr Christine Culleton, Cllr Sue Silver, and Cllr Mark Greenwood.

Cllr Lisa Hayes via Teams

Clerk:		T Medley and C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)

FS/26/10 Apologies
Apologies received from Cllrs Steve Nash and Fred Wilson.

FS/26/11 Declarations of interest
None received.

FS/26/12 Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 15th April 2026 were proposed by Cllr Silver and seconded by Cllr Greenwood and CC, all agreed that they were a true record.

FS/26/13 To adjourn the meeting for members of the public to address the Committee.
None received.

FS/26/14 To discuss Newsline.
The current arrangements for Newsline were discussed. It was suggested that it should be reviewed, looking at layout and ways, it could be improved? The contact section needs updating. At the moment a resident collates all of the articles and information and then works alongside Character press to agree the layout and presentation, prior to going to print. TM and CQ will review the number of copies required and reduced the order accordingly for the next edition. A meeting will be arranged with the resident to discuss the publication further.

FS/26/15 To discuss SLCC membership.
The SLCC membership for FF needs to be cancelled. TM suggested that rather than cancel, the membership should be transferred to CQ for her use, particularly as she will be due to start ILCA. Proposed by Cllr King, seconded by Cllr Mackin, all agreed. Cllr Mackin also suggested the same happen with the Parks East membership.

FS/26/16 Fire and Security
The Annual checks for Shefford House are up to date, weekly inspections are carried out as well as a full Annual Inspection.

Cllr Greenwood and TM will review the risk assessment for Shefford House.

The alarm system is due for servicing, the battery in the foyer requires attention.

A review of Shefford House was carried out earlier in the week and TM and CQ will now be arranging works to gutters, painting and addressing damp issues within one office.

FS/26/17 Sandbags:
The sandbags at the cemetery need replacing, Cllr Mackin proposed replacing them with Hydrosnake and Hydrosacks, seconded by Cllr King, all agreed. It will be discussed at full council.

FS/26/18 AOB
· Willow tree on the lower end of Ivel Rd needs looking at, TM and CQ will look.
· Barn well music has requested a receipt for their payment of £15, TM will arrange.
· Credit card statements are required for the end of year, Cllr Mackin will print them.
· Work to the ‘Welcome to Shefford’ sign was discussed and will be agreed at full council. 
· CQ has been looking into a play area inspection App, she will speak to Robin to see if he has any further update?
· RBL flag is currently in Lettch worth, if it is to be displayed it will probably need to be framed, Cllr Culleton will speak to the church.
· Cllr Greenwood has arranged to meet another IT company next week.
· CQ will look at extending the planning permission required for the storage containers.
· CQ is looking into the sign for the medical centre, she will approach CBC to see if it can be included.
· The organisers of the Music and sing a long event on 25th July have asked for a donation form the TC towards hall rental and advertising, this will be added to full council agenda.

Meeting closed 19:46hrs.
