
Minutes of the meeting of the Finance & Strategy Committee held on 21st January 2026 at 19:00hrs in the Council Chamber at Shefford House, 15 High Street, Shefford, SG17 5DD or viewed using www.zoom.us
Present: Cllr King, Cllr Hayes, Cllr Culleton, Cllr Silver, Cllr Greenwood, Cllr Nash, Cllr Wilson
Town Clerk:	T Medley (locum) C Quinlan
1. Apologies: received from F Fitch, Cllr Cummins and Cllr Mackin. 

2. Declarations of interest: none declared.


3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 17th December 2025 were agreed as a true record, proposed by Cllr Hayes, seconded by Cllr Culleton.

4. To adjourn the meeting for members of the public to address the Committee.
None

5. Update from the staffing committee:
TM and CQ left the meeting due to staffing matters being confidential.

Cllr King proposed to look at a settlement with FF, seconded by Cllr Wilson, 1 Cllr abstained from voting, all Cllrs agreed. Cllr King will take this forward.

6. To review progress made by Rialtas:
All questions have now been addressed by Cllr Greenwood, Rialtas are booked in for a final inputting day on 28th January, they have requested details of the National savings account, CQ will provide them. TM has booked the close down for April 2026. TM will contact the agreed clerk for assistance with Rialtas and inputting of finances, making arrangements for second week in February 2026.

7. Prosperity funding:
Beacon work has been agreed and is likely to come under budget, Cllr Greenwood agreed to look at a windbreak, he will also try and obtain a quote for the gas burner and hose so that TM can invoice CBC.

TM and Cllr King met with CBC today to look at the positioning of a noticeboard by the fire station along with some flowerpots, Clerk will obtain further quotes for this as a project for the fund. 

Cllr King has ordered football goals and will forward the invoice to TM so that she can invoice CBC.

TM has invoiced CBC so far:

Revenue:
· VJ Day and Summer sports day £2,440.00
· Additional sports day costs £240.00
· Grotto £2000.00
· DJ Workshops £1200.00
· SEN Childre’s discos £1,620.00
· Total £7,500
Capital:
· Walkie talkies and trough £291.65
· Beacon £650
· Flagpole £1,210.80
· CCTV £9,252.39
· Christmas lights £1,360.00
· Portable flood lights £1,910.00
· Total £14,674.84

8. To discuss and agree Groundworks required for the containers in Duck Lane:

Cllr has looked at the planning restrictions and in order for the work to procced for installation of the containers a Traffic Management plan is required, the previous quotes:


Shefford landscaping £4448 +vat.
Bell groundworks £5724 + vat
Elm way groundworks £10740 + vat

Are therefore not appropriate and will therefore no longer be valid, Cllr Greenwood will seek alternative quotes.
.
9. St Michael’s play area:
Quotes have been obtained for works to the bridge in St Michael’s play area:

£1,046.51 +vat Play dale.
£2,285.00 +vat Pentagon Play
£1,095.00 +vat CPM

Cllr Hayes proposed instructing Play dale to carry out the work, seconded by Cllr Wilson, all agreed.

10. AOB
· TM has received a request from Healthwatch to have their ‘Just Ask ‘programme outside the pharmacy on 13th August 08.30-14.30. All Cllrs agreed.
· Ward Cllr funding was granted for interpretation boards for to be located at The Meads and Waterside open spaces, CQ will look into this, to seek information for the boards.
· A quote has been received to repair the lock on the front door to Shefford House, Cllrs agreed to proceed with the repair.
Meeting closed 20.00hrs.
