Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held at the Shefford Town Memorial Association, 10 Hitchin Road, Shefford, SG17 5JA on Thursday 15th May 2024.

Present:	The Town Mayor presided over Local Government electors.

1. Apologies: apologies were received from Cllrs Fred Wilson, Christine Culleton, and Jez Perkins, and also from Francesca Fitch.

2. Minutes
The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting on 10th May 2024 were displayed online, and approved and signed by the Mayor at the Council Offices after the meeting.

3. Matters arising: none arising.

4. Town Mayor’s Report
The report was given by Cllr Ken Pollard, which included the deterioration of Old Bridge Way; the listed building of 6 Northbridge Street; the Green Flag Award for Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green and the various open spaces in the town; the upcoming Shefford Town Council mayoral elections; and the precept increase for 2025/2026.

5. Sustainable Shefford
Due to the absence of Sustainable Shefford, a talk was not given.

6. Shefford Good Neighbours Group
A talk was given by Helen Boshier as the Secretary of the Shefford Good Neighbours Group, which included the current amount and types of requests received on a regular basis; the increasing number of repeat client request; the issue of patient transport to and from hospital appointments; and the increasing number of requests against the amount of able and available volunteers.

7. Civic and Community Awards for 2025
The awards were presented as follows:
Community Award to Attitude Bikes for services to the Shefford community in helping young people repair and service their bicycles.
Community Award to Helen Boshier for her service to the community as the Secretary to the Shefford Good Neighbours Group.
Community Award to Ian Deavin for his consistent efforts in organising and supporting the Shefford Community Festival.
Community Award to Jeremy Procter for keeping the Wellness Hub service available to the Shefford community.
Community Award to Lesley Whiteman for her efforts relaunching the Shefford Community Market.
Community Award to Nicola Smith for her efforts in making Shefford a Plastic-Free town.
Community Award to Vince Sikchia for his thirty-seven years of service to the community as a local hairdresser.
Community Award to Robert Bloomfield Academy for their outstanding Ofsted report.
Youth Award to Willow Cob for achieving her three-month Duke of Edinburgh volunteering award working alongside the Shefford Youth Involvement Team, and helping out at the Shefford Christmas event.
Civic Award to Oak Manor Care Home for their consistent efforts in organising various events and getting involved in the Shefford community. 

8. Public Question Time
A resident asked about the Prince and Princesses; GP clarified the judges selected and the criteria for the candidates.

Meeting closed at 19:06hrs
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