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Minutes of the meeting of the Full Council to be held on Friday 28th October 2022 at 16.00hrs in the Council Chamber at Shefford House, 15 High Street, Shefford, SG17 5DD or viewed using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs Ken Pollard (Chair), Paul Mackin, Tony Dawson, June Wischhusen, Den Fensome, Steve Nash, Roger Fowler and Elsa Tattersfield.
		Four members of the public.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan.
On Zoom:	Ward Cllr Anthony Brown, Ward Cllr Mark Liddiard and Cllr Fred Wilson.
1. Apologies: received from Cllrs Nicola King, Jez Perkins and Lisa Hayes.

2. Declarations of interest: none declared.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 30th September 2022 were approved and signed by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Matters Arising 
No matters arising.
 
5. Public Question Time
A member of the public enquired about additional disabled parking provision in the High Street. CQ reported that a request for the relocation or additional disabled parking bays in the High Street was discussed with Highways Officers from Central Bedfordshire Council during the recent High Street improvement works; however, due to the regulations for disabled parking bays, there was no place in the High Street that met the criteria. 

6. Central Bedfordshire Council
AB reported that as part of the Government’s “Investment Zone” initiative, Central Bedfordshire Council submitted three sites for consideration to the scheme, including the RAF Henlow site; if successful, it will bring numerous new jobs to the area to cover the large number of houses currently being built.
Approval was given for the building of the new school in Hitchin Road; the estimated cost is £14.1m and it will be built as a primary school in readiness for the two-tier system (initially acting as a lower school until the cluster is ready to convert). AB has requested that the school is named “Shefford and Campton Academy” to reflect replacing Campton Lower School, which will be closed when the new building is ready.
There are now 367 Ukrainian guests living in Central Bedfordshire (240 adults and 127 children), sponsored by 160 households throughout the area. 
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The Shefford Ward was once again successful in applying for a Community Asset grant: Meppershall Parish Council were awarded £25k to renovate the Old Meadow play area. This is the third year running the Ward has secured a grant; there were over £700k worth of proposals submitted, against only £200k available of grant funding this year.
Garden waste collections will cease on the 30th of November and commence again in March 2023.
A new Planning Manager, Jon Sheldon, has been appointed to replace Martin Plumber. 
Steve Barrett, the officer managing the CCTV monitoring and maintenance provision at Central Bedfordshire Council, emailed AB immediately prior to the meeting with an update on the CCTV in Shefford; AB has circulated this to FF already. PM emphasised the issues following the recent changes to the CCTV provision in the town. 
KN Circet have left the premises at 139 Clifton Road, leaving the site vacant. Both Ward Councillors are cautious about soliciting unfavourable proposals to the landowner for the site’s future use, and are in discussion with Officers on this matter. The site is currently protected for employment use; as much as this is desirable, with the site surrounded by residential properties since the 1990s, the Ward Councillors would be supportive if an appropriate residential scheme that fits within design specifications and would safely improve the highway, is proposed. Whilst reluctant to lose employment land, as many small sites have been lost over the years, they are of the opinion that if businesses are grouped together, it is more favourable than disturbing residential areas. TD queried whether there was any ground contamination for the site; ML clarified that when the oil distribution company vacated the site, they removed the concrete fuel storage collectors that surrounded the tanks and produced a contamination report, which was reviewed, monitored and approved by Central Bedfordshire Council. If a residential planning application is submitted for the site, it is most probable that a contamination survey will be stipulated for the site. 
The Officer allocating the work for the 278 Section Agreement for 17a Ivel Road development is being pursued to complete the highways works. The work required will go out to consultation and the Town Council will be able to make comment on the proposal. The housing development is progressing quickly, giving many young people in the town the opportunity to start on the property ladder for the first time; Grand Union Housing Group have reported that twenty-two local young people have accessed housing on the development. 
ML has reported that a large amount of their time is spent dealing with “parking wars” issues between residents, with many residents wanting Central Bedfordshire Council to sort out disputes with other residents over who is allowed to park where. The Council are reluctant to install large quantities of parking restrictions, yellow and white lines, in residential areas of the town; they will also not install parking restrictions ruling in favour of one resident over another.
Central Bedfordshire Council’s Pollution Team have been conducting noise disturbance recordings from neighbouring residents’ homes over the last six/seven weeks regarding an ongoing issue with noise from the cooling units overnight on the Co-op site. Since May, residents in the vicinity have been raising concerns about the 
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noise levels rising after 21:00hrs. Once the report from the recordings is produced, steps can be taken to mitigate the disturbance, as there are robust planning conditions in place regarding noise levels from the Co-op site. 
In the lead up to the firework season, Central Bedfordshire Council’s Trading Standards Team are promoting the sale of quieter fireworks with local retailers. Please contact the Team if there are any concerns such as pop-up stalls selling fireworks in markets. All concerns relating to residents should be directed to the Community Safety Team; the Community Safety team have publicised their route map on where they will be working in the lead up to Bonfire Night.
A new “Active Communities” revenue grant scheme has been launched for local organisations who encourage people to become more physically and socially active. Organisations across Central Bedfordshire are invited to apply for the scheme for up to £5,000 per application. The grant fund has been specifically designed to support community, voluntary and other not-for-profit organisations that work locally for the residents of Central Bedfordshire. Applications must be focused on areas of deprivation or supporting groups that have been identified as being disproportionately affected by COVID-19. FF confirmed it is the Town Council’s intention to submit an application to install an extra piece of fitness equipment in Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green, together with delivering a series of weekly sessions targeted at women, over 75s, and young men. FF also queried whether the scheme specified a set timeline that the project needs to be delivered by; ML will follow up on this and confirm with FF.
Central Bedfordshire Council have produced new videos to inform residents what items can go in their recycling bins; a link has been circulated to members and CQ will share it on Shefford Town Council’s social media. Waste reduction volunteers are being recruited to join a group of like-minded people running a variety of outreach activities to help residents reduce their food and household waste. FF has passed on the information to the Sustainable Shefford Group. Currently, 58-59% of all waste is recycled – the aim is to recycle 65-68% of all waste. 
KP raised the possibility of having a domestic glass recycling collection; ML reported that this had recently been reviewed but was deemed unfeasible, as the cost to the taxpayer for a weekly or fortnightly glass collection service would not be justifiable. The Morrisons bottle bank in Shefford is one of the top five recycling bands in Central Bedfordshire in terms of the number of times it needs to be emptied: during the summer, it needed to be emptied every two to three days. 

7. Crime 
There were forty-six recorded offences from the beginning to the 27th of October 2022. A summary of offences include: four instances of making off without payment; nineteen instances of robbery, burglary or theft; three state or public order offences; six instances of public fear, alarm or distress; two instances of malicious communications; one instance of stalking; five instances of assault (four without injury and one with injury); five instances of criminal damage; and one instance of a sexual nature. There were three instances of theft on Ivel Road on the same day (17th October). There were three instances of making off without payment from Ivel 
3272 10/22
Road on the same day (17th October). It was noted that there were no instances of harassment recorded this month. 
Bedfordshire Police have made it known that they would prefer if the crime statistics no longer reported on sensitive categories. RF and John Waller are reluctant to exclude these instances for many reasons: it would dilute the representation of crimes happening in Shefford; the offences are stipulated into broad, generic categories; the reports are already extremely anonymised; and this data was included originally because of a freedom of information request. There are already many instances that are not reported; the biggest category of crime (42%) is cyber fraud, which is not included in the monthly crime statistics; however, work is ongoing to include the instances in the monthly reports.
There is a growing perception that Neighbourhood Watches exist in name-only (e.g. mainly inactive); RF asked all councillors whether they believed they have an active Neighbourhood Watch group. LH and FW answered in the affirmative. RF and JW are researching Neighbourhood Watch groups in the Netherlands, where there are approximately 10,000 active watch groups across the nation. 
PM reported the recent criminal activities in Shefford, particularly around Shefford House, and the police’s response to the reports. KP will be following up with the PCC and Bedfordshire Police regarding crime in Shefford. 

It was resolved that, in order to assuage this, CCTV will be installed as an emergency measure as soon as possible to monitor the rear of Shefford House, the car park and the archway leading to both.

8. Town Mayor’s Announcements
The report was distributed to Councillors and included: Shefford’s annual Charter Fair, including thanks to James Harris, the fair operator; the upcoming Armistice Day and Remembrance Day services; Morrisons’ new community room; the Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green flag-raising ceremony; and the Mayor’s attendance at events (excluding normal council meetings) in October 2022.

9. Shefford Youth Involvement 
It was reported that Project Makenzie has been successfully delivered and the winter holiday youth programme (named Sparkle) will commence in the first week of the Christmas school holidays. An event will be held at the Youth Hub on 22nd December, from 2pm to 6pm, hosted by NK. An invitation has been extended for all councillors to support the activity with their attendance.

10. Planning and Highways
A report on the committee meeting held on 5th October 2022 was approved for publication on the website. 

11. Services and Environment
A report on the committee meeting held on 12th October 2022 was approved for publication on the website, and the recommendations were approved as follows:
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The following recommendations by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council: 
1. Shefford Town Council agreed to put forward a member to serve on the steering committee (for the Sustainable Shefford Group).
2. Shefford Town Council agreed to support the Plastic Free Communities in the local area.
3. Shefford Town Council pledged to act by example and remove single-use items from its premises as is reasonably practicable.

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council for the Clerk to raise an order to Plantscape Ltd for the summer 2023 hanging baskets display, based on the summer 2022 display colour scheme (red, white and blue) and number of baskets.

It was also reported that, due to further vandalism, the toilets have been closed until next week.
 
12. Finance and Strategy
A report on the committee meeting held on 19th October 2022 was approved for publication on the website.

13. Town Clerk’s Report
The report was distributed to Councillors and included: an update on the “Warm Spaces” initiative, led by PM; Shefford’s Annual Charter Fair; Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green flag-raising ceremony; the possible Electrical Vehicle Chargepoints provision in the Town Centre car park; and the successful applications to the Broom South Quarry Local Community Fund.

14. Accounts
The list of payments for October 2022 was approved.
Meeting closed 17:30
