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Minutes of the meeting of the Services and Environment Committee held on 9th November 2022 at 16.00hrs using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs June Wischhusen (Chair), Jez Perkins, Ken Pollard, Paul Mackin, Tony Dawson, Elsa Tattersfield and Den Fensome.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)
1. Apologies: none received.

2. Declarations of interest: JP declared an interest in the review of the quotation from Maydencroft Ltd to make an application on the Council’s behalf to the Anglian Water Invasive Species Fund for the surveying and control of Himalayan Balsam in Agenda item 6. Due to JP being employed by the company, he left the meeting when the quotation was reviewed, and a resolution made.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the committee on 12th October 2022 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Public Question Time: TD raised a public question that he was asked regarding the conflict between the diversionary route for the roadworks at the Sandy section of the A1 via the Clophill roundabout, and the upcoming roadworks for the Clophill roundabout, if both sets of roadworks were to run concurrently.

5. Communications
It was reported that the winter edition of the Newsline has been printed and is currently being distributed. The deadline for the next edition is 4th January 2023.
The Council’s Facebook page reached five hundred and seventy-three people in the last week, and there are two hundred and eighty-four followers to the Instagram page; the main demographics for the Instagram page is twenty-five to fifty-four years old.

6. Parks and Open Spaces
The report on the parks and open spaces, including play areas, their inspections, and any repairs necessary, was reviewed by the Committee including: the quotations received for the footpath repairs at the Meads; a quotation for the vegetation clearance works to the verge in Campton Road; another contractor to be added to the list of contractors who will be invited to quote for the grass verge cutting contract; a quotation to clear a fallen tree and accumulated debris in Waterside; a quotation to make a grant application to the Anglian Water Invasive Species fund for a further programme of surveying and control of Himalayan Balsam; and two requests from the Shefford Christmas Lights Committee, the first for the use of the Council’s road closure signs for their switch-on event, and the second to turn five of the six lamppost banners.  
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Recommendation to be made by Delegated Powers to Full Council for an order to be raised to DJT Surfacing, an approved Contractor for Central Bedfordshire Council, to carry out the repairs to the footpath leading from the Meads to Northbridge Street and replacement of the wooden post and rail. 

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to raise an order to GD Maintenance and Cleaning Services to cut back all the scrub/vegetation to the boundary hedge on the roadside verge in Campton Road. The cutting of the verge will be included in the grass cutting contract thereafter.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to include MJ Granger Grounds Maintenance Ltd in the list of contractors who will be invited to submit a quotation for the grass verge cutting contract.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers not to clear the old fallen tree and accumulated wood debris on the bankside at the far end (Riverside end) of Waterside, as this is not an expense that the Council need to meet at the present time. 

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to raise an order to Maydencroft Ltd to make a grant application to the Anglian Water Invasive Species Fund on the Council’s behalf for a further two-year programme of surveying and control of the Himalayan Balsam along the rivers and ditches in Shefford. This follows a successful two-year programme funded through the same grant scheme in 2021 and 2022.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to grant the Shefford Christmas Lights Committee permission to use the Council’s road closure signs and cones (stored in the Wellness Hub yard) at their Christmas lights switch-on event to be held on 26th November 2022, with the proviso that the cost of any loss or damage to the equipment is to be met by the Shefford Christmas Lights Committee.

It was resolved to grant the Shefford Christmas Lights Committee permission to turn five of the six lamppost banners (Welcome Back/Union Jack designs) so they don’t affect the aesthetics of the lamppost Christmas light decorations. This permission is granted with the proviso that, if damaged during the process, the cost of replacing the banner(s) or, in particular, the banner bracket(s) is met by the Christmas Lights Committee. It should be stressed that the banner brackets were a substantial purchase, and their design was specified by Central Bedfordshire Council’s Highways Department. It should also be noted that, whilst the individual banners may be changed/updated from time to time, it is the Council’s intention that lamppost banners become a permanent feature in the Town Centre.
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7. Shefford House
The report on Shefford House was distributed to committee members and reviewed.

8. Stagecoach
It was reported that from 30th October 2022, Stagecoach have made several changes to the commercial bus routes they operate across Central Bedfordshire, including the 9A and 9B routes, which no longer run along Ampthill Road or the High Street in Shefford. As these bus routes are operated on a fully commercial basis by Stagecoach, and do not receive any financial support from Central Bedfordshire Council, the Council do not have any say over the services, the timetables, or the routes they cover – these decisions are Stagecoach’s alone.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers for KP to send a letter to Stagecoach from the Office of the Town Mayor to express the Council’s disappointment at these changes to the bus provision in Shefford, and to ask them to reconsider their decision.

Meeting closed 17:04hrs
 

