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Minutes of the meeting of the Finance & Strategy Committee held on 16th November 2022 at 16.00hrs using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs Tony Dawson (Chair), Ken Pollard, Paul Mackin, June Wischhusen, Fred Wilson and Roger Fowler.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)
1. Apologies: received from Cllr Jez Perkins.
 
2. Declarations of interest: none declared.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 19th October 2022 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording was agreed to be deleted.

4. Public Question Time: no questions received.
[bookmark: _Hlk72173241]
5. Shefford Town Memorial Association  
The minutes of the meetings of the Shefford Town Memorial Association (STMA) Committee held on 28th September and 26th October (draft) 2022 were distributed to the Committee and reviewed.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to include an amount of £1k in the 2023/24 budget as the Council’s contribution towards the Town’s King Charles III Coronation Event to be held at the STMA Hall, and run by their Committee.   

6. Joint Burial Board
The minutes of the Joint Burial Board Committee meetings held on 9th November 2022 were reviewed by Members.
It was resolved by Delegated Powers for the contribution to the Joint Burial Board to cover the running costs of both the Campton and Shefford Cemetery, and the Campton Burial Ground. Any additional income will fund extra works. As a result of the increase in costs, including grass cutting, the increase in the contribution to be made by both Shefford Town Council and Campton and Chicksands Parish Council is to be set at 10%.
It was resolved by Delegated Powers to refix the loose posts and replace the net fencing along the perimeter boundary with Ampthill Road. 
It was resolved by Delegated Powers to carry out the recommendation/s in the Tree Safety Survey report carried out by Maydencroft Ltd that relate to Campton Burial Ground; some of the recommendations within the report relate to the Churchyard, which is outside the responsibility of the Joint Burial Board Committee.
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7. Bank Reconciliations
The bank reconciliations for June, July, August, September and October 2022 were reviewed by TD prior to the meeting and approved. The petty cash was also counted by TD prior to the meeting and approved. It was reported that a new encashment facility is to be set up at the Hitchin Branch of the National Westminster Bank, to replace the encashment facility at the Letchworth Branch of the bank, which has now closed for business permanently.  

8. Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green
The recommendation made by the Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green (BMMG) Trust Committee for the donation to be made to the BMMG Trust to cover the expenditure incurred in the year ended 30 September 2022 was reviewed by Members.
It was resolved by Delegated Powers to donate £300 to the BMMG Trust. This donation will cover the expenditure incurred for the year ended 30 September 2022, and keep the Trust’s bank account topped up to £3k. The Financial Statements for the same period will be presented directly to the Full Council for approval, and subsequent submission to the Charities Commission.
9. The Reach Inclusion Centre 
An invitation for the Town Clerk to become a trustee on ‘The Reach’ Inclusion Centre Community Interest Company was reviewed by Members.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to permit the Town Clerk to accept the invitation from Esme Handley, the founder of ‘The Reach’ Inclusion Centre Community Interest Company, to take on the role of a Trustee for the Company.

10. Parking Standards for New Developments
The notification from Central Bedfordshire Council that an eight-week consultation on the Parking Standards for New Developments Supplementary Planning Document will begin on 8th November 2022 was reviewed and noted.

Meeting closed 16:50hrs

