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Minutes of the meeting of the Services and Environment Committee held on 8th March 2023 at 16.00hrs using www.zoom.us
Present:	Cllrs Ken Pollard (Chair), Paul Mackin, Tony Dawson, Elsa Tattersfield and Fred Wilson.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)
KP offered sincere condolences on behalf of the Council for the passing of Cllr June Wischhusen, and a minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect to honour her memory.
 
1. Apologies: received from Cllrs Jez Perkins and Den Fensome.

2. Declarations of interest: none declared.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the committee on 8th February 2023 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording was agreed to be deleted.

4. Public Question Time: no questions received.

5. Farmers Market
FF reported on her visit to the Silsoe Craft Fair on 5th March 2023, finding it be well organised by Lesley Whiteman, with a good mix of goods on sale at affordable prices.  TD reported that he has produced a draft outline plan of the current procedures for the Farmers Market that, once reviewed by the Town Clerk, will be presented to the Committee at their next meeting.

6. Communications
It was reported that the spring edition of the Newsline has been late in being delivered, due to illness and work commitments of the volunteers who distribute the publication.
The Council is now following the Biggleswade Community Policing Team’s social media pages and will share any posts that are pertinent to the community of Shefford on the Council’s social media pages. 

7. Parks and Open Spaces
The report on the parks and open spaces, including play areas, their inspections, and any repairs necessary, was reviewed by the Committee, including setting a date for the Committee to review the quotations for the grass verge cutting contract.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to hold an additional meeting of the Committee on Wednesday 15th March 2023 at 15:30hrs (immediately preceding the Finance and Strategy Committee meeting) to review the quotations 
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received from the Grounds Maintenance Contractors who were invited to tender for the contract to cut the grass verges.

8. Shefford House
The report on Shefford House was reviewed by the Committee, including a quotation for hand driers to be installed in each toilet.

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council to raise an order to Ben Marshall Electrical Ltd to supply and install a hand drier in each toilet (disabled, gents and ladies) at Shefford House. This will remove the need to use paper hand towels that, when flushed down the toilet, cause a blockage to the drains.

9. Events
An update was given on upcoming events, including: the opening performance by the Shefford Lower School Choir at the Annual Town Meeting to be held on 12th May 2023; the free activities booked and refreshments that will be available at the Coronation event to be held at the Shefford Town Memorial Association (STMA) on 6th May 2023; and the progress on the arrangements for this year’s Armistice and Remembrance Day Services.

Meeting closed 17:05hrs
 

