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Minutes of the meeting of the Services and Environment Committee held on 13th July 2022 at 16.30hrs using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs June Wischhusen (Chair), Jez Perkins, Ken Pollard, Paul Mackin, Tony Dawson, Den Fensome, Elsa Tattersfield, Roger Fowler and Fred Wilson.
	Nicola Smith from the Sustainable Shefford Community Group, and the Chair and two members of the Shefford Christmas Lights Committee.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)
1. Apologies: none received

2. Declarations of interest: The Town Clerk reported an interest in Agenda Item 11, and left the meeting during the submission and the resolution made by Members for the siting of the Christmas Tree. 

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the committee on 8th June 2022 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Public Question Time: no questions received.

5. Sustainable Shefford
Nicola Smith gave an overview of the Community Group ‘Sustainable Shefford’ and the group’s aim to achieving the Plastic Free Communities accreditation for Shefford, the group’s first step in building upon moving Shefford to be a more sustainable community. The presentation concluded with a request for the support of the Town Council, which is a requirement of the accreditation.

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council for the Council to support ‘Sustainable Shefford’ to move forward in their initiatives, and for TD to be the Council’s representative on their Steering Committee. 

6. Communications
It was reported that the summer articles for the autumn edition of the Newsline have been passed to Character Press for editing and printing of the publication.
A bar chart showing the demographics of the audience, by age and gender, reached by the Council’s Facebook and Instagram pages was distributed to Members.
Aurora Harley has been engaged to populate and launch the Council’s newly built website with the legislative data (councillors/minutes/financial documents) in time for the external auditing process in August. Aurora will then work alongside staff, the Youth Involvement Team and TD, to create the content, and design/populate the remaining pages of the website. 
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7. Parks and Open Spaces
The report on the parks and open spaces, including play areas, their inspections, and any repairs necessary was reviewed by the committee including: the approval for the instruction to be made for the winter works to be carried out in Drovers Spinney, and the annual tree and hedge works to be carried out in Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green; and the alternative idea of a small brick built residential unit above a storage area, instead of the installation of containers at Duck Lane.

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council for the instruction to be made to Reynolds Landscaping Services to carry out the winter works in Drovers Spinney, including any recommendations in the Management Plan for the site.

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council to raise orders to Branching Out Tree and Garden Services, and Ivel Countryside Services, to carry out the annual tree and hedge works in Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green as identified in the Management Plan for the site.

The Committee rejected the idea of the brick built unit/storage area, and resolved by Delegated Powers to proceed with the installation of storage containers at Duck Lane. 

8. Shefford House
The report on Shefford House was distributed to committee members and reviewed.

9. Public Toilets
It was reported that all the essential repairs to the toilets are completed, the signage showing the new opening times is being printed, and following a good clean, it is proposed to re-open the toilets on 14th July 2022. 

10. Charter Market
It was reported that the traders joining the Friday Charter Market have depleted due to illness, and with the mobile phone stall trader on holiday for six weeks, only the wet fish and seafood trader is expected every week at the market over the summer period, with the Greek speciality trader joining every fortnight. A request has been received from a bric-a-brac trader to join the Charter market for the Committee to review.
It was resolved by Delegated Powers to offer the bric-a-brac trader to join the Charter market on a six-week trial basis (trading in dry weather only), with the conditions that no flammable goods are to be sold, all original safety labels are left attached, and any electrical equipment sold must be intact and PAT tested.
11. Shefford Christmas Lights
A submission by Laura Madsen, the Chair of the Christmas Lights Committee, was presented to the Committee for a cut Christmas tree to be sited in the Town Centre, with three locations proposed; two of these locations were adjacent to the War 
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Memorial, and one location using the empty tree pit adjacent to the pedestrian crossing.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to reject the submission on the grounds of insufficient evidence provided for the Committee to review. Members conveyed concern at the lack of definitive information, such as the height and width of the tree, safety measures required including ground fixings and barriers, risk assessments, and consultation with the Royal British Legion and residents in the vicinity. In addition, the proposed preferred location of the tree would overshadow the War Memorial immediately after Remembrance and Armistice Day Services. Despite CCTV coverage, the Police presence and subsequent resources in Shefford are not sufficiently prominent to be able to discourage and deal with any vandalism. It was suggested by councillors that an alternative location for the tree would be in Pamoli Square, with electricity provided by Morrisons Supermarket. 
Meeting closed 19:00hrs

