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Minutes of the meeting of the Full Council to be held on Friday 27th January 2023 at 16.00hrs in the Council Chamber at Shefford House, 15 High Street, Shefford, SG17 5DD or viewed using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs Ken Pollard (Chair), Paul Mackin, Tony Dawson, Fred Wilson, Den Fensome, and Roger Fowler. 
Ward Cllr Mark Liddiard and three members of the public.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Admin Assistant).
On Zoom:	Cllr Lisa Hayes, Ward Cllr Anthony Brown and four members of the public.
1. Apologies: received from Cllr June Wischhusen, Nicola King, Elsa Tattersfield, Jez Perkins and Steve Nash.

2. Declarations of interest: none declared.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 16th December 2022 were approved and signed by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Matters Arising 
No matters arising.
 
5. Public Question Time
FW raised a request from a resident, who was querying the progress of repairing the damaged surface and filling in of the potholes in Old Bridge Way. ML reported that the Highways Team have produced a map detailing the land ownership of Old Bridge Way and the Industrial Estate – he will share this with the Town Council. The area of roadway from the pedestrian crossing adjacent to the Co-op to the set of pebbled stone near the flats after the junction is an adopted highway, and therefore the responsibility of Central Bedfordshire Council. The area of roadway from the pebbled stones to the entrance to Morrisons, together with the road from the junction to the bridge near to Kingfisher Road, is unadopted, and owned by the Daniel Bros (Shefford) Ltd, who are responsible for its maintenance and any repairs; Central Bedfordshire Council are unable to carry out repairs to privately owned roads. Daniel Bros (Shefford) Ltd have confirmed that they have instructed a local contractor to carry out the necessary repairs to the roadway. The works were planned to be carried out this week; however, there has been a delay. Once the works have been completed, the Highways custodian will survey the work. 
FW inquired when the works to complete the pavements attaching the new housing development to Mayfields would be carried out. ML reported that the Section 278 agreement stipulates that the developer makes the entrance compliant with Central Bedfordshire Council’s standards and therefore adoptable. This is usually done within a year of the development’s completion but ML will follow this up with the Section 278 
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team. AB reported that the legal agreement is now with the Council’s legal team, awaiting signature.

6. Central Bedfordshire Council
The Council’s budget proposal consultation has now closed: due to the high cost of living pressures for residents, there will be no increase from Central Bedfordshire Council to the council tax. The revenue spend on capital services for the financial year 2023/2024 will be £252m, and the gross revenue budget is based on £475m. There will be no cuts to any of the services currently provided: there will be no change to the fortnightly black bin collection, and the free garden waste collection will start again in March 2023. £5m will be invested in children’s services, care and SEND, and £1m will be invested to support leisure centres. The provision for inflation is £16m and £9m of efficiencies from delivery services should be gained in the next financial year. The Council will continue to invest, with the capital spend totalling £253m, including a new leisure centre, a care home, schools and over £17m of Highways works. The budget will be presented to the Council’s Executive next month.
The contract for the Steppingley crematorium, being built in the grounds of Steppingley Hospital, has now been awarded to Spacemaker Developments and is expected to take eighteen months to construct. 
AB and ML have together donated £2k to support the Town Council’s Warm Spaces initiative.
A new tracking diagram, displaying that vehicles entering the site do not have to reverse into it and are able to turn around in the car park area and exit the site, is expected to be submitted for the Railway Steamer planning application by the end of January.
AB reminded councillors that the elections will be held in May 2023, and of the requirement for photo voting ID at polling stations. FF reported that a paragraph detailing the requirement of the voter ID rules was included in the latest edition of Newsline.
The proposal for changes to the road markings outside Robert Bloomfield Academy went out to consultation this week. The aim is to reduce the number of vehicles parking in the drop-off area to collect/deliver their children to Shefford Lower School, which impedes the flow of traffic in Bloomfield Drive. This will hopefully also help the state of the grass verge on the corner of New Street and Bloomfield Drive, which is currently being churned up by parked cars. Both ML and AB have been working with residents regarding a solution to the parking issues; during COVID-19 lockdowns, the one-way system was trialled but proved unpopular with residents. Officers suggested the installation of double yellow lines to ensure anyone parked there who gets out of their car will be issued with a ticket. ML has been in correspondence with the Council’s Parking Team about a visibility strategy for when the lines are implemented. ML and AB would welcome comments from the Town Council. 
Major works this month have been focused on filling in of potholes, emergency road repairs, and flooded underpasses, following the cold and wet weather. Sections of road along Clifton Road and Hitchin Road were particularly affected, and have been 
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repaired (some within days). These works will be either patching or filling as “full repairs” aren’t made in the winter months due to low temperatures.
The Council have also been focusing on repairing and replacing streetlights; repairs to lamp columns on the main highways and crossings take priority due to the higher risks.
ML reported that there are still funds available in the Ward Cllr Grant Scheme, so any local groups or projects would be welcome to apply; the deadline for applications is the beginning of March. There is money allocated in the Council’s budget for the Grant Scheme to continue in the next financial year, in addition to the Community Asset Grant Scheme. 
From the recent Census data: 600k people nationwide have exited (not retired) from the workplace since 2011; more residents in Central Bedfordshire are economically active than the national average; methods of travelling to work have changed since 2011, as there has been a large increase in people working from home; in 2011, 6% of people worked from home but in 2021, 35% people work from home; of residents, 71% own their own home, 14% privately rent, and 13% socially rent; most households are under-occupied, which is a challenge for the Council due to the demand for additional housing; only 3% of families are overcrowded – a reduction of 5% since 2011; car ownership is above the national average, linking to the availability of public transport, and 50% of all households own more than one car; the most common education level is Level 4 (e.g. BA Honours, BSEs)’ reported health is similar to the national average (50% are in “very good health”); and 8% of residents provide unpaid care to a family member on a weekly basis, in line with the national average.
LH queried two highways’ issues: the Stanford Road maintenance closure, and the Clifton Fields temporary traffic lights, both with no works carried out to the area. ML will follow up with the Highways Team, once LH provides the time and date of the Stanford Road closure, and informed LH that any future inquiries could be passed onto the Streetworks team. LH also reported that, since the resurfacing of the town centre, the timers of the traffic lights have changed, and the sensors are no longer working. 

7. Crime 
There were forty-six recorded offences for the first twenty-six days of January 2023. A summary of offences include: eight instances of making off without payment (all reported from the Ivel Road petrol station); six instances of other theft (all reported from the Ivel Road petrol station); five instances of shoplifting (one instance from the Ivel Road petrol station, two from the Co-op on Old Bridge Way, and two on the High Street); five instances of assault without injury; four instances of public fear, alarm or distress; three instances of a sexual nature (one of which was dated back to 2017); three instances of stalking; two instances of theft from a motor vehicle (one being of a catalytic convertor and resulted in a rather poor response from the police); two instances of harassment; one instance of theft or unauthorised taking of a motor vehicle; one instance of interfering with a motor vehicle; one instance of burglary (residential); one instance of criminal damage (residential); one instance of criminal damage to a vehicle; one instance of assault with injury; one instance of malicious communications; and one instance of race or religious aggravated harassment.
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The instances of making off without payment, shoplifting, and other theft comprised over 42% of the reported instances for the first twenty-six days of January 2023. 

8. Town Mayor’s Announcements
The report was distributed to Councillors and included: a request for nominations for the Annual Town Awards; the deterioration of Old Bridge Way; a farewell to our PCSO, Stephanie Lee; the young person’s award announcement from the Robert Lucas Trust; the installation of the defibrillator at the Youth Hub; the delivery of the Spring edition of Newsline; and the Mayor’s attendance at events (excluding normal council meetings) in January 2023.

9. Shefford Youth Involvement 
FF reported that the improvements to the Youth Hub, such as additional storage facilities and replacement/rearrangement of furniture to better suit the Shefford Youth Involvement Team, have now been completed. These improvements to the building will mean it is easier to maintain the building and will make the place more welcoming and suitable for young people.
Esme Handley will be presenting her proposal on the Reach youth centre to the Finance & Strategy Committee in February.

10. Planning and Highways
A report on the committee meeting held on 4th January 2023 was approved for publication on the website. 

11. Services and Environment
A report on the committee meeting held on 11th January 2023 was approved for publication on the website, and the recommendations were approved as follows:

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council for an order to be raised to Maydencroft Ltd to carry out a Tree Safety Reinspection in September/October 2023 in the Meads, Waterside, Drovers Spinney and Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green. 

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council for an order to be raised to Ian Hale Planning and Design Ltd to engage their services to survey the site and prepare and submit a planning application for two shipping containers to be installed on the area west of Duck Lane (within the curtilage of the Conservation Area). These fees do not include the planning application fee (to be paid directly to Central Bedfordshire Council) or the fee to advertise the application in the local paper (necessary as the land is unregistered).

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council for the purchase of a small water bowser for watering the shrubs/trees/roses (newly/recently planted) in the Council’s parks and open spaces during dry periods.
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Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council to offer £1k of funding to the STMA Committee towards their family fun day event to celebrate King Charles III Coronation on Saturday 6th May 2023 (as included in the Council’s 2023/2024 budget).

12. Finance and Strategy
A report on the committee meeting held on 18th January 2023 was approved for publication on the website.

13. Town Clerk’s Report
The report was distributed to Councillors and included: an update on the “Warm Spaces” initiative, the comfort packs distributed to anyone in need, the exercise classes being held at the STMA, and the three students from Samuel Whitbread volunteering at the Shefford House warm space; the renovation to the Youth Hub; the resurfacing of the footpath from the Meads to Northbridge Street; the resurfacing of the town centre car park and the installation of bollards, cycle hoops and a cycle workstation; and the upcoming projects for February.

14. Accounts
The list of payments for January 2023 was approved.
Meeting closed 17:32hrs
