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Minutes of the meeting of the Full Council to be held on Friday 24th February 2023 at 16.00hrs in the Council Chamber at Shefford House, 15 High Street, Shefford, SG17 5DD or viewed using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs Fred Wilson (Chair), Paul Mackin, Tony Dawson, Steve Nash, and Den Fensome. 
Ward Cllr Mark Liddiard and four members of the public.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Admin Assistant).
On Zoom:	Cllr Elsa Tattersfield.
1. Apologies: received from Cllr June Wischhusen, Nicola King, Ken Pollard, Roger Fowler, Lisa Hayes, Jez Perkins and Ward Cllr Anthony Brown.

2. Declarations of interest: none declared.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 27th January 2023 were approved and signed by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Matters Arising 
No matters arising.
 
5. Public Question Time
A member of the public expressed concern regarding the unsupervised/lack of closely supervised use of scooters and bicycles amongst the children and young people in the town. They emphasised the potential harm of children riding hazardously on the pavement to other pedestrians, particularly the elderly, injured and disabled. FF suggested KP contact the schools (Acorn Pre School, Shefford Lower School and Robert Bloomfield Academy) to send out a message via ParentMail, reminding parents/guardians to be aware of children on their scooters and keep them close by, and to be mindful of residents sharing the pavements and footpaths.

6. Central Bedfordshire Council
In regards to the status of 137 Clifton Road, ML reported that a local company in the health sector, who provides services to local residents, has approached the Ward Councillors about the suitability of planning permission if they were to use the office area as their business and the yard as customer parking. Following some informal feedback received from the Council’s Planning Area Manager, it would be regarded as a complimentary use of the site. 
ML reported that the land behind the White Hart is divided into two areas, each area owned by a separate landowner; the area closest to the White Hart has recently 

3319 02/23
changed ownership. The new landowner has erected a one- to two-metre-high fence around the site; this doesn’t require planning permission, as fences only require permission if they would affect traffic sightlines. The Council’s Planning Enforcement Officers are visiting the site every few days to monitor the activity and ML is meeting with the Planning Enforcement Team, to confirm that if any hardstanding is installed on the site, it will be considered a contravention of planning permission (the new landowners have been made aware of this). ML and the Planning Enforcement Team are very eager to prevent any non-authorised building on the site, as it will undoubtedly have a knock-on effect to the floodplain. 
The Council’s Noise Pollution and Planning Enforcement Teams are still investigating the noise pollution complaint against the Co-op; however, this investigation may be delayed until the weather is warmer, as the residents will be more affected by the noise once they start opening their windows. This issue has prompted the Ward Councillors and Planning Officers to be vigilant and pro-active regarding the installation of any chilling equipment included in the Railway Steamer planning application.
The planning application for 6 Northbridge Street will be reviewed by the Town Council’s Planning & Highways Committee on Wednesday 1st March; ML requested an invitation be sent to both Ward Cllrs. Both ML and AB are very keen to ensure the thirteenth century frontage is restored and retained as part of a heritage feature for the town. 
ML reported that the Stanford Road roadworks that were queried at the previous meeting were carried out by EDF. Furthermore, the roadworks conducted in the last month, including filling potholes, have been conducted very quickly. In the first week of February, over two thousand potholes were reported, far above the expected five hundred, and they have all been temporarily patched – when the warmer weather comes, they will be repaired fully. The Council’s Head of Highways arranged a meeting with all utilities companies to discuss the issue of closing roads, installing temporary traffic lights and then not following through by carrying out the works immediately. The companies have been warned that this is not acceptable, and they were also asked to ensure that the license permit issued by the Council is displayed. 
There has been a notice issued at the Robert Bloomfield Academy for the commencement of the parking enforcement of the double yellow lines. The previous drop-down bay was unenforceable: therefore, double yellow lines have been installed. This means that if any parents park on the double yellow lines and get out of their vehicle, a parking ticket can be issued. ML conducted a walkabout with the Council’s Parking Enforcement Team this week and a number of tickets were issued to vehicles parked on zebra crossings and inappropriate areas, particularly on Hitchin Road and Clifton Road. The key areas in the town, such as Ampthill Road, are known to the Parking Enforcement Team and included on their regular patrols. Unfortunately, vehicles parked across dropped kerbs are a police issue, and cannot be resolved by the Council. Residents can, however, pay for a T-bar to be installed to prevent this. If there is a recurring issue, the Council will carry out a letter drop to residents, but try to avoid getting involved in neighbourly disputes. Ward Councillors are reluctant to install an excess of parking lines, as it merely shifts the problem 
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elsewhere. ML is currently corresponding with the Council’s Highways Team regarding a dropped curb for the footpath outside Queen Elizabeth Close.
PM raised concerns about the frequent traffic congestion along Clifton Road; ML reported that, as two residents along the road have been granted disabled parking bays, the already difficult parking situation was exacerbated into a bottleneck. It is thought that the amount of traffic will reduce when the Robert Bloomfield Academy is functioning as a secondary school, as part of the Schools for the Future programme.
FF reported that there are two/three window smashed at the back of the Railway Steamer, and a considerable amount of litter. ML will inform the Council’s Planning Officer managing the application.
FF requested that both Ward Councillors meet with her and the Clerk at Campton and Chicksands Parish Council at the Campton Burial Ground to discuss a planning issue with the perimeter wall. 

7. Crime 
There were fifty recorded offences for the first twenty-two days of February 2023. A summary of offences include: eight instances of other theft; eight instances of making off without payment; seven instances of public fear, alarm, or distress; three instances of shoplifting; three instances of a sexual nature; two instances of possession of a controlled drug (cannabis); two instances of theft from a motor vehicle; two instances of stalking; two instances of burglary (business and community); two instances of assault without injury; two instances of arson not endangering life; one instance of interfering with a motor vehicle; one instance of criminal damage to a building (business); one instance of criminal damage (residential); one instance of other criminal damage; one instance of attempted burglary (residential); one instance of assault without injury on a constable; one instance of blackmail; one instance of burglary (residential); and one instance of harassment.
ML inquired about further details of the instances of public fear, alarm or distress and CQ relayed the available data for the incidents. FF mentioned that some of the incidents of pubic fear, alarm or distress were known to her, including the recent incidents of intimidation in the library. 

8. Town Mayor’s Announcements
The report was distributed to Councillors and included: a report on the recent incidents of vandalism in the town and a request to residents to report any criminal incidents directly to the police; the Valentine’s Day event held by the Prince & Princesses of Shefford and the voluntary donations received from residents; an update on the Shefford “Warm Spaces” initiative; and a reminder to councillors about the upcoming elections and the introduction of photo ID required at polling stations.

9. Shefford Youth Involvement 
SN reported that NK is currently working on the Easter youth programme.
SN recently attended NK’s training session on the “Cornerstones of Youth Work”. It was very enlightening, and was attended by Mia Tomlinson, Central Bedfordshire Council’s Exploitation & Abuse Co-ordinator. It was explained that the reports from 
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the Shefford Youth Involvement Team are regarded as “supplying information”, which is then analysed into intelligence and evidence is gathered in support of. ML reported 
that Central Bedfordshire Council are often included in this process and help with co-ordination, particularly through the Community Safety Team. It was reported that currently, Biggleswade and Sandy are major hotspots for County Lines activity (including cuckooing), outside of Peterborough and Bedford. 
SN has started the process of becoming an accredited youth worker.

10. Planning and Highways
A report on the committee meeting held on 1st February 2023 was approved for publication on the website. 

11. Services and Environment
A report on the committee meeting held on 8th February 2023 was approved for publication on the website, and the recommendations were approved as follows:

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council to raise an order to DJT Surfacing Ltd to reline the parking bays in the Town Centre car park (with the exception of the bays that may need widening if designated for Electric Vehicle charging).

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council for instructions to be made for the continuation of the grass cutting operations assigned as follows: GD Maintenance and Cleaning Services - grass paths in Drovers Spinney, river paths and other specified paths; Greenwood Contracting - Lucas Way and St Michael’s Close play areas; Reynolds Landscaping Services - conservation cut and lift at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green and the Meads, and rough cut of the middle section of Drovers Spinney; and 2 Elms of Shefford Garden Services – Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green (including operations previously carried out by the Shefford Greenspace Conservation Group), Waterside, the Meads, and other specified amenity areas, plus the initial cut in March 2023 of the grass verges.

[bookmark: _Hlk130799203]Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council to raise an order to W Firkins and Sons for the painting of the stairwell in Shefford House. This will be carried out in two stages - ground floor to first floor, and first floor to second floor.

12. Finance and Strategy
A report on the committee meeting held on 15th February 2023 was approved for publication on the website.
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13. Town Clerk’s Report
The report was distributed to Councillors and included: the 2023/2024 Green Flag application submission; the Anglian Grant invasive species fund application submission; CQ’s renewal of her RPII Routine Training certificate; the installation of picnic benches at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green; the completion of the grass verge maps for the Shefford grass cutting contracts; the accepted/agreed-upon refurbishment plans for the Priory Gate play area; the delivery of a new water 
bowser; the completion of the winter works; the upcoming projects for March (the installation of the cycle hoops, cycle workstation and parallel bars at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green; the delivery of a new battery-powered hedge trimmer for the Shefford Greenspace Conservation Group; the return of WD40 to Shefford House; and the blooming of bulbs in the Campton & Shefford Cemetery and the town shrub beds). 

14. Accounts
The full list of payments for January 2023 was approved (shown below).
	Supplier/Contractor
	Description
	Net Cost
	VAT
	Total Cost

	North Herts Council
	ParksEast membership
	150.00
	30.00
	180.00

	SALGA
	Youth allotment plot
	40.00
	0.00
	40.00

	Bedford Borough Council
	Trade waste - Shefford House
	57.24
	11.44
	68.68

	Clydebuilt Fitness
	Street workout equipment BMMG
	397.50
	79.50
	477.00

	McVeigh Parker & Co Ltd
	Kissing gate BMMG
	641.00
	128.20
	769.20

	Herts Fullstop
	Cleaning materials/stationery
	135.07
	27.01
	162.08

	S Riley
	Window cleaning contract
	75.00
	0.00
	75.00

	Shefford Building Supplies
	Rock salt/sundries
	318.07
	63.61
	381.68

	CPM Playgrounds Ltd
	Play area inspection/cleansing contract
	732.00
	146.40
	878.40

	Herts Fullstop
	Stationery
	21.38
	4.28
	25.66

	KPD Consumables
	Printing consumables
	485.89
	97.18
	583.07

	Ben Marshall Electrical Ltd
	Electrical works at toilets/the Hub/Shefford House
	365.00
	73.00
	438.00

	DJT Surfacing Ltd
	Resurfacing - car park/the Meads footpath
	17,229.28
	3,445.86
	20,675.14

	Greenwood Contracting 
	Play areas grass cutting contract
	680.00
	136.00
	816.00

	G Pollard
	Mayors expenses
	79.19
	0.00
	79.19

	IT Doctor (West Anglia) Ltd
	IT support
	85.00
	17.00
	102.00

	Mid Beds Locksmiths Ltd
	Security locks
	389.40
	77.88
	467.28

	Redacted
	Redacted
	1,250.00
	0.00
	1,250.00

	Redacted
	Redacted
	600.00
	0.00
	600.00

	2 Elms of Shefford Gardening Services
	Grounds maintenance contract
	475.00
	0.00
	475.00

	GD Maintenance and Cleaning Services
	Grounds maintenance and cleansing contract
	2,598.25
	0.00
	2,598.25

	Redacted
	Redacted
	6,670.03
	0.00
	6,670.03

	Cloud Next Ltd
	Website domain
	110.00
	22.00
	132.00

	Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd
	IT support
	150.00
	30.00
	180.00
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	RA Nunn
	Warm Space activities
	60.00
	0.00
	60.00

	Kingfisher Direct Ltd
	Trailer water bowser
	960.00
	192.00
	1,152.00

	Bedford Borough Council
	Trade waste - Cemetery
	37.16
	7.42
	44.58

	Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd
	IT software support/maintenance contract
	451.50
	90.30
	541.80

	F&E Surveying Solutions
	Professional surveyor fees
	450.00
	90.00
	540.00

	2 Elms of Shefford Gardening Services
	Grounds maintenance contract
	940.00
	0.00
	940.00

	Utility Warehouse
	Electric - chapel
	7.10
	0.66
	7.76

	Zen Internet
	Broadband 
	65.99
	13.20
	79.19

	Opus Energy
	Electric - car park/toilets/hub
	121.81
	6.09
	127.90

	Vivi Voip
	Phones
	37.20
	7.44
	44.64

	Smartest Energy
	Gas - Shefford House
	296.82
	59.36
	356.18

	EE
	Phones
	23.75
	4.75
	28.50

	Lloyds payments card
	Sundries
	293.97
	0.00
	293.97

	
	
	37,479.60
	4,860.58
	42,340.18


Meeting closed 17:32hrs
