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Minutes of the meeting of the Planning and Highways Committee held on 1st February  2023 at 16.00hrs using www.zoom.us 

Present:	Cllrs, Fred Wilson (Chair), Roger Fowler, and Paul Mackin.

Town Clerk:	C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)

Apologies: received from Cllr Ken Pollard, June Wischhusen, Lisa Hayes, and F Fitch.

1. Declarations of interest: none declared.

2. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 4th January 2023 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording was agreed to be deleted.

3. Public Question Time: no questions received.

4. Plans for Consideration
 
CB/22/04479/FULL 
28 Ivel Road, Shefford, SG17 5LA
Proposal: Demolition of existing flat roof detached garage in the rear garden. Construction of a new pitched roof garage in the rear garden. 

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to support this application.

CB/23/00096/FULL
32 Clifton Road, Shefford, SG17 5AE
Proposal: Two storey side extension, Single Storey Front Extension and Loft Conversation with Rear Dormer and 3 Roof Lights to Front Elevation.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to object to this application on the following grounds:
· Overdevelopment of the property, as the proposed extension will obtrude heavily on the north and east side
· The documents supplied are of insufficient detail and don’t convey the true size of the proposed development. The splay onto the road on the north-side of the property, in place of the existing hard stop, is misstated.
· There is insufficient parking for the increase in the number of bedrooms and the extension will encroach on the existing parking spaces in the drive.
· The corner parking space at the front of the house is unsuitable as it is located directly under a large tree, which will drop debris, foulage and acidic sap on vehicles parked below.
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If approval is granted for this application, Shefford Town Council request the following conditions to be applied:
· The applicant is advised that parking for contractors’ vehicles and the storage of materials associated with this development should take place within the site and not extend into within the public highway without authorisation from the highway authority. If necessary, the applicant is advised to contact the Street Works Co-ordinator, Central Bedfordshire Highways, by contacting the Highways Helpdesk 0300 300 8301. Under the provisions of the Highways Act 1980, the developer may be liable for any damage caused to the public highway as a result of demolition/construction of the development hereby approved
· The contractor and/or client are to ensure that any mud or building material debris such as sand, cement or concrete that is left on the public highway, or any mud arising from construction/demolition vehicular movement, shall be removed immediately and in the case of concrete, cement, mud or mortar not allowed to dry on the highway

CB/22/04738/FULL
14 Old Bridge Way, Shefford, SG17 5HQ
Proposal: Erection of a new fire escape staircase to south-west facing flank elevation of building to replace the temporary staircase.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to support this application.

5. Adoption of Supplementary Planning Documents
The two Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD) that have been adopted by Central Bedfordshire Council, Electric Vehicle Charging: Guidance for New Developments SPD and Forest of Marston Vale: Design Guidance SPD, have been reviewed by the Committee and noted.

6. Planning Guidance Consultation
A six-week consultation from Central Bedfordshire Council, starting 17th January 2023, on two new planning guidance documents, Design Guide SPD and Housing Policy Technical Guidance Supplementary Planning Document, were reviewed by the Committee and noted.

7. Planning Application Checklist
A draft checklist regarding planning applications and their compliance with the Planning & Highways Committee’s requirements was reviewed by the Committee. 

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to issue new Planning & Highways Committee members with the document to use as guidance on planning considerations. It was also agreed to adapt the draft checklist into a simplified series of tickboxes and trial it on a three-month basis.
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8. Waiting Restrictions
A proposal from Central Bedfordshire Council to amend waiting restrictions on Bloomfield Drive, Shefford was reviewed by the Committee.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to approve the waiting restrictions on Bloomfield Drive, Shefford.  

9. Electric Vehicle Bays
The consultation from Central Bedfordshire Council on Electric Vehicle Bays around Central Bedfordshire, including in the Parish of Shefford, was reviewed by the Committee and noted.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to approve the parking restrictions on Electric Vehicle Bays around Central Bedfordshire.
Meeting closed 16:44hrs
