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Minutes of the meeting of the Services and Environment Committee held on 7th December 2022 at 16.00hrs using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs June Wischhusen (Chair), Jez Perkins, Ken Pollard, Tony Dawson, Den Fensome and Elsa Tattersfield.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)

1. Apologies: received from Cllr Paul Mackin.

2. Declarations of interest: JP declared an interest in the review of the quotation from Maydencroft Ltd for pollarding three mature willows in Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green in Agenda item 6. Due to JP being employed by the company, he left the meeting when the quotation was reviewed, and a resolution made.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the committee on 9th November 2022 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording was agreed to be deleted. KP updated Members on Agenda item 8 – he has spoken to the Director of Stagecoach East, and although no decisions were made, a dialogue has been started and the conversation was positive. 

4. Public Question Time: no questions received.

5. Communications
It was reported that the winter edition of the Newsline has been distributed and the deadline for submitting articles for the spring edition is 4th January 2022. Two volunteers have offered to distribute the publication to the homes in Bridge View and the Campton Fields Estate.
We have 288 followers to the Council’s Instagram page. 129 Instagram accounts have been reached in the last 30 days, which is an increase of 225% more engagements focusing on our ‘warm spaces’ post.

6. Parks and Open Spaces
The report on the parks and open spaces, including play areas, their inspections, and any repairs necessary, was reviewed by the Committee including: the resurfacing of the uneven tarmacked parking bays in the Town Centre car park; a quotation for the pollarding of three willows in Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green and the installation of an owl box; a replacement metal kissing gate for the woodland entrance into Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green; and a request from a resident in Powells Road to discharge rainwater from their property into the river across Waterside.

Recommendation to be made by Delegated Powers for the resurfacing works to the parking bays, damaged by tree roots (tree now removed), to be carried out using Central Bedfordshire Council’s contractor when the resurfacing of the cycle workstation area, which is immediately adjacent to these parking 
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bays, is carried out. This will be financed through the Earmarked Reserve ‘Car Park’ fund.

Recommendation to be made by Delegated Powers for an order to be raised to Maydencroft Ltd to carry out the pollarding of three mature willows on the perimeter (ditch line) of the flower meadow in Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green. These works will include liaising with UK Power Networks to agree a safe system of work with regards to the adjacent overhead power lines. The order will also include the installation of an owl box on another willow overlooking the flower meadow.

It was resolved to raise an order for the supply and delivery of a large steel Woodstock mobility kissing gate for the woodland entrance to Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green. This will replace the vandalised wooden kissing gate and railings, which have been smashed to pieces and are beyond repair. The funding for the installation of the kissing gate will be included in the Council’s 2023/2024 revenue budget. 

The discharge of rainwater from the property from Powells Road would be piped underground and flow unfiltered, and funnelled into the river unchecked (rather than percolated through the ground). As the river is a main watercourse, permission would be needed from the Environment Agency for this discharge. Therefore, it was resolved by Delegated Powers to be guided by any decision made by the Environment Agency, and if they were to grant permission, that the details of the works will be revisited by the Committee. It was also noted that permission would be required from Central Bedfordshire Council to lay a pipe across/under their footpath.

7. Shefford House
The report on Shefford House was reviewed by the Committee, including the redecoration of the ladies toilet and touching up of the recently painted areas of the building.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers for an instruction to be made to GD Maintenance and Cleaning Services to repaint the walls and woodwork in the ladies toilet, and to touch up any scuffs/scratches/knocks to the recently painted areas of the building (walls + interior woodwork).
 
Meeting closed 16:49hrs

