Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green, Shefford, SG17 5RY on Thursday 19th May 2022

Present:	The Town Mayor presided over 46 Local Government electors, and the meeting was livestreamed online via YouTube. 

1. Apologies: apologies were received from Cllr Fred Wilson.

2. Minutes
The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting on 17th May 2021 were displayed online, and approved and signed by the Mayor at the Council Offices after the meeting.

3. Matters arising: none arising.

4. Town Mayors Report
The report was given by Cllr Ken Pollard.

5. Herrings Green Farm 
An informative talk was given by Carly from Herrings Green Farm on the pest control work carried out by the Harris Hawks from the farm, including “WD40”, a Harris Hawk who accompanied her to the meeting, and gave a flying demonstration.   

6. Civic and Community Awards for 2022
The awards were presented as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk73083830]Civic Award to Shefford Building Supplies for an independent store whose highly renowned reputation brings custom to the town, positively impacting on other businesses. Their reliable and helpful customer service goes above and beyond to serve the community of Shefford and further afield.
Youth Award to Tayla for showing an incredible amount of strength and resilience while maintaining an admirable kindness towards others. She has worked hard to gain self-awareness and to learn how to manage herself through difficult times.
Community Award to Henry Harris and Family for services to the Shefford Town over many years, including the running of the Shefford Charter Fair. 
Community Award to TNM Property Services and TJ Plumbing for their consistently high standards of window displays, enhancing Shefford High Street.
Community Award to Beyond Beauty for their consistently high standards of window displays, enhancing North Bridge Street.
Community Award to Karen Spencer for services to the community by organising “Dine Out” evenings to the benefit of Shefford residents in need.
Community Award to Terry Winch for services to SALGA in managing and maintaining the Shefford Allotments and the Shefford Good Neighbour Group in supporting Shefford residents in need.
Community Award to Billy Bunker for assisting in the design of the refurbishment of the toddler play areas at St Michael’s Close and Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green.
Community Award to Phillip Moate for assisting in the design of the refurbishment of the toddler play area Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green.
Mayors Special Award to Robert Dear for continually going over-and-above their contractual obligations at Campton and Shefford Cemetery and the other green spaces around the town, and for their unstinting help to the town council staff.
Mayors Special Award to Gary Dear for continually going over-and-above their contractual obligations at Campton and Shefford Cemetery and the other green spaces around the town, and for their unstinting help to the town council staff.

7. Reports from Community Groups/Organisations
The reports from the following groups/organisations were displayed online for public viewing, and hard copies of the reports were made available to those members of public that requested them: -

· The Shefford Christmas Lights Committee
· The Need Project
· The Shefford Allotments and Leisure Group Association
· The Shefford Community Festival
· The Shefford Town Memorial Association
· The Shefford Fireworks Committee
· The Shefford Greenspace Conservation Group
· The Shefford Good Neighbour Group 
The Town Mayor invited attendees to meet with the representatives from the above groups, who were present at the meeting together with Officers from the Community Safety Team.
Meeting closed at 18:50hrs

