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Minutes of the meeting of the Full Council to be held on Friday 30th September 2022 at 16.00hrs in the Council Chamber at Shefford House, 15 High Street, Shefford, SG17 5DD or viewed using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs Ken Pollard (Chair), Paul Mackin, Tony Dawson, June Wischhusen, Den Fensome and Lisa Hayes.	
		Ward Cllr Mark Liddiard and three members of the public.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch
On Zoom:	Ward Cllr Anthony Brown
1. Apologies: received from Cllrs Fred Wilson, Nicola King, Steve Nash, Jez Perkins and Elsa Tattersfield, and Checka Quinlan.

2. Declarations of interest: none declared.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 29th July 2022 were approved and signed by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Matters Arising 
No matters arising.

5. Public Question Time
TD reported on a request from a member of the public seeking to improve the mobility access to the alleyway between Lucas Way and Bedford Road. ML responded that should the alleyway be opened for access to motorised vehicles, people on electric scooters and mopeds would use it as a shortcut. ML confirmed he would consult with Lisa Wright, the Highways Safety Officer, about mobility access. 

6. Central Bedfordshire Council
AB reported that progress is being made for the community forest at the Redrow development in Ivel Road; solicitors working on behalf of Central Bedfordshire Council and Polehanger Farm have exchanged leases, for a one hundred and twenty five year lease period. There is a fund of £120k to be invested in the site as soon as the lease has been signed. ML estimates it will be between six to nine months before officers are consulted on the scheme, which is likely to be designed as a loop for the benefit of local residents. 
The planning application for the development of forty dwellings on Hitchin Road was refused by the Planning Officer – there were concerns raised regarding its siting outside the town’s housing envelope and its impact on the Shefford Sports Club. 
AB is chasing up the decision for the latest submissions to the Community Asset Grant scheme, including the Shefford Town Memorial Association’s (STMA) application. The grant scheme received £700k worth of applications this year for a £200k funding pot – Ward Councillors are particularly supportive of the Community 
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Grant Scheme as it is a good use of money, it matches S106 monies, and it matches local communities’ endeavour to improve at a local level. 
The commercial site at 137 Clifton Road has become a lot quieter in recent weeks – the company is soon due to relocate to a much larger site near Milton Keynes, resulting in the site becoming available for commercial use again. Ward Councillors would support a business that helps the community and offers jobs to local residents in Shefford, but would prefer there to be minimal impact on the adjacent residential properties. The impact on traffic and pedestrians on Clifton Road would need to be considered before any change of use applications are approved for new commercial tenants to the site. 
A feasibility study has been completed at the Shefford Sports Club for a new health and fitness sports facility, as part of Central Bedfordshire Council’s Leisure Strategy. The strategy shows a very strong market demand for a local health and fitness facility, similar to Etonbury School’s sports centre and dance studio. Shefford Town Council will be invited to a consultation with the Shefford Sports Club on the proposals. KP inquired whether it was feasible for Central Bedfordshire Council to purchase the land to provide a Shefford community centre. ML clarified the current land allows for further buildings in a wrap-around layout, with the intention being to create a separate entrance for the Sports Club to allow for members to tag-in and tag-out. 
The planning application for sixty-six houses on Greenway, Campton was approved and the S106 agreement was agreed to be allocated towards a community facility within Shefford to meet the strategic need or towards Saxon Pool. The Ward Councillors refused to support the application unless the S106 money was allocated towards Shefford facilities. As there is now a named project being developed in Shefford, any nearby developments’ money can now be allocated towards this facility. 
ML and AB attended a meeting with the Management Committee of the STMA to review the planning application for phase two. Their only concern with the application is the proposals are not currently costed. The proposed plans will be more outwards-facing towards the community field, to be able to generate more activity from the community facility. 
The On-Street Residential Chargepoints Scheme has been successful and Shefford is one of the ten towns and villages to have the installation of electric vehicle chargepoints located in the STMA car park. Another two hundred planned schemes will be costed up in the future.
ML and AB both have Cost of Living Extension Grants of up to one thousand pounds of non-match funded money. 
Central Bedfordshire have three hundred and sixty-seven Ukrainian refugees (one hundred and twenty-seven children and one hundred and forty adults) being housed by one hundred and sixty sponsors.
AB has reviewed the planning application to demolish the Railway Steamer and has raised a few errors in the design statement. On two occasions, the parking is mentioned being located at the rear, whereas the plans show it being located at the front. AB has requested that a schedule for deliveries must be specified (e.g. not 
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earlier than 9am or later than 9pm, no deliveries between 8am to 9:30am or 2:30pm to 4pm due to school pick-up/drop-off times). 
TD inquired after the status of the Porch planning application and reported that there were windows constantly left open – AB will follow up on this, now that the Conservation Officer is now back from maternity leave.

7. Crime 
There were forty-eight recorded offences in September 2022. A summary of offences include: eleven instances of making off without payment, ten of which being from Ivel Road; eight instances of assault, one of assault without injury on a constable (previously referred to as “resisting arrest”); one instance of blackmail; two instances of harassment; one instance of interfering with a motor vehicle; two instances of malicious communications; one instance of criminal damage; ten instances of other thefts; one instance of possession of cannabis; eight instances of public fear, alarm or distress, or race or religiously aggravated assault without injury; four instances of shop-lifting; one instance of stalking; four instances of thefts from motor vehicles or taking of a motor vehicle.
TD commented on the higher number of instances of public fear, alarm or distress, which RF confirmed is higher than the normal three/four instances per month. 
PM requested an additional camera for the CCTV system along the High Street; ML will follow up on this request with Lisa Scott.

8. Town Mayor’s Announcements
The report was distributed to Councillors and included: the death of Queen Elizabeth II and the subsequent Operation London Bridge, the book of condolence, the church services to commemorate Her Majesty, and the reading of the proclamation of the new king; and the Mayor’s attendance at events (excluding normal council meetings) in August and September 2022.

9. Shefford Youth Involvement 
NK is preparing a report on all the activities in the Summer Youth Programme “Zing”, which will be circulated to all members once it is finalised. She is currently midway through Project Mackenzie, working together with Kris Akabusi to help young people not in education or employment with finding jobs, and is currently working with five young people on the project. She will report fully with more details at the next Full Council meeting. 
The Youth Team and Neil Keane of Arkade Graphics were complimented on the finished mural on the Campton underpass (or Campton Brook Bridge). KP suggested that once the bricks on the side of Shefford House have been repointed, there could be a graffiti mural showing the old railway.

10. Planning and Highways
A report on the committee meeting held on 7th September 2022 was approved for publication on the website. 

11. Town Clerk’s Report
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The report was distributed to Councillors and included: the death of Queen Elizabeth II and Operation London Bridge, including thanks to those who helped supervise the book of condolence; the new tenants in Shefford House; the provision of “community warm spaces” in Shefford; the opening of a Need Project Hub in Shefford at the Methodist Church; the opening of the new Community Room in Morrisons; the installation and christening of the pull-up bar at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green; the closing of the old website and the redirection to the new website; and the upcoming Charter Fair.

12. Accounts
The list of payments for September 2022 was circulated to Councillors and approved.
Meeting closed 17:22
