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Minutes of the meeting of the Planning and Highways Committee held on 6th October 2021 using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs Fred Wilson (Chair), Roger Fowler, Rene Madsen, Ken Pollard, Paul Mackin, June Wischhusen and Lisa Hayes.
Town Clerk:	C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)
1. Apologies: received from F Fitch (Town Clerk).

2. Declarations of interest: none declared.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 1st September 2021 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Public Question Time
No questions received.

5. Delegated Powers
It was reported that the resolutions made by the Delegated Powers since the last meeting of the Committee were as follows: -

CB/21/03870/FULL 
11 Davy Drive, Shefford, SG17 5ZF 
Proposal: Proposed single rear storey extension, garage conversion & roof to be raised creating a first-floor area over the garage.
It was resolved by Delegated Powers to support this application with the condition that the property remains a five bedroomed house.
6. Plans for Consideration

CB/21/03707/FULL 
17 Saxon Field, Shefford, SG17 5GN
Proposal: Loft conversion with two front dormers.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to object to this application on the grounds that the provisional parking is inadequate for the additional bedroom, as the garage is not suitable for three cars. However, the Council supports all other aspects of the application and has no further objections.

CB/21/04244/FULL
4 Northbridge Street, Shefford, SG17 5DQ
Proposal: Change of use from offices to retail nail bar beauty lounge and conversion of offices on first floor to 1 bedroom flat.
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It was resolved by Delegated Powers to support this application with the following conditions: - 
The outside storage facility needs to be allocated for domestic waste bins in addition to trade waste bins.
There should be one designated parking space for the residential flat; it should be noted that the nearby Town Centre car parking is restricted hours only.
Approved extraction should be fitted in the Nail Bar and a maintenance plan implemented.
There should be a separate egress for the residential flat, and not a shared access with the Nail Bar.
The bathroom has insufficient space, as the plans show the inwards-opening door as taking up approximately 1m² of the 2.93m² bathroom. The facilities are lacking in hygienic provision as there is only one sink in the application located in the kitchen and no sink in the bathroom, raising a cleanliness issue.

CB/21/04258/FULL
48 Ivel Road, Shefford, SG17 5LB
Proposal: First floor rear extension.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to support this application with the comment that the documents submitted were of an insufficient quality.
It was considered that Central Bedfordshire Council’s Planning department were not vetting the standards of drawings as they should. This is becoming a frequent occurrence and more attention should be paid to the quality of drawings being submitted.

7. Plans for Consideration
The formal public consultation for the draft Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan was received and FW reported that he would submit his comments regarding the plan on behalf of the Town Council.
Meeting closed 16:28hrs
