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Minutes of the meeting of the Services and Environment Committee held on 13th October 2021 using www.zoom.us 
Present: 	Cllrs June Wischhusen (Chair), Jez Perkins, Ken Pollard, Rene Madsen, Paul Mackin, Tony Dawson, Elsa Tattersfield and Den Fensome.
	Ian Deavin from the Shefford Community Festival.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)
1. Apologies: none received.

2. Declarations of interest: none declared. 

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the committee on 8th September 2021 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Public Question Time: no questions received.

5. Shefford Community Festival (item number 11 on the agenda but brought forward by the Chair)
Ian Deavin gave a presentation to the Committee on the Shefford Community Festival, from its inception at the grass roots of the community to this year’s festival, which was supported by local businesses. A video showing the festival highlights and available to view on the Shefford Community Festival website, was shared on the screen with Members. ID encouraged the Council to participate in the 2022 Festival and support the community: by running an event, as the Council or individually; by encouraging other organisations or individuals to hold an event; or by publicising the event through the Newsline, on social media, and with street banners. FF proposed that the Council would publicise the event through their social media pages, on the Town Noticeboard, and to include a direct link to the Shefford Community Festival Website on the Council’s new website when launched. JW thanked ID for raising awareness of the Shefford Community Festival to Members, and proposed that the Council’s participation in the Festival was reviewed again after the budgets and funding was agreed early in 2022.    

6. Communications
It was reported that the articles for the winter Newsline Edition (number 107) have been passed to Character Press for editing and production. Once again, there were too many articles submitted this quarter, and some have been kept back for the spring publication. 
The website content for the town’s play areas is to be produced by the Chair of the ParksEast Group. 
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KP has recorded a public information video on the Town’s Military Services, which has been posted on the Council’s social media. The Council’s Facebook page following has increased to 761.
TD reported that the seven pencil drawings he commissioned have been passed to Character Press to produce sample postcards and a quotation for the supply of fifty postcards of each design. It is proposed that the postcards are sold in shops and cafes in the Town Centre, and released as part of the Council’s Jubilee celebrations. TD confirmed that there are no copyright issues as the drawings are under his ownership.

7. Events
A report on the upcoming events was distributed to committee members and reviewed including: the dates for the EatFeast events up to June 2022; the partnership working with Biggleswade Ivel Rotary Club for arranging a number of events including the planting of crocuses at the Campton and Shefford Cemetery to raise awareness of the fight against polio, the Keech Hospice ‘Bob Sleigh’, a ‘Teddy Trail’, and a stall at the Farmers Market to sell ‘polio’ crocuses; the schedule for the Christmas Lights Switch On to be held on Saturday 27th November 2021, including special guest, Crissie Rhodes from The Shires; and the proposal for an outdoor socially distanced Town Carol Service to be held by the Council and Shefford Churches Together.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers for the Town Council to hold the Town Carol Service in partnership with Shefford Churches Together on Monday 13th December 2021 in the Market Square.

8. Parks and Open Spaces
The report on the parks and open spaces, including play areas, their inspections, and any repairs necessary was distributed to committee members and reviewed including Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green being awarded a Community Green Flag for a second consecutive year. PM gave thanks to FF and CQ for all their hard work in helping to gain this national award.

9. Shefford House
The report on Shefford House was distributed to committee members and reviewed.

10. Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green
The accounts for the Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green Trust for the year to 30 September 2021 were distributed to committee members for review, including the three online payments: £190.00 for the refurbishment of the Millennium Green ‘Breathing Spaces’ sign; £54.12 for the cost of petrol for the mowers and other power tools used by the Shefford Greenspace Conservation Group; and £200 for the annual servicing of the two mowers.
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Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council for the accounts for the Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green Trust for the year ended 30 September 2021 to be approved for submission to the Charities Commission.

11. Remembrance and Armistice Day Services
PM reported on the progress of the Armistice Day and Rededication Service arrangements including HM Lord Lieutenant Helen Nellis’ attendance at the event, the draft order of service, the attendance of local school children, and the invitation that will be sent out from the Town Mayor to the descendants of those named on the Memorial.
PM also reported on the progress on the Remembrance Day Service and Parade arrangements. Risk assessments have been produced for both services. Members are invited to join the Town Mayor in both the Parade and Services.
Meeting closed 17:05hrs

