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Minutes of the meeting of the Services and Environment Committee held on 12th May 2021 using www.zoom.us
Present:	Cllrs Tony Dawson (Chair), Rene Madsen, Elsa Tattersfield, Paul Mackin, Richard Orman, Jez Perkins, June Wischhusen and Fred Wilson.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Business Admin Apprentice)

1. Apologies: received from Cllr Den Fensome

2. Declarations of interest: none declared.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the committee on 14th April 2021 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Public Question Time: no questions received.

5. Communications
It was reported that the distribution of the summer 2021 edition 105 of the Newsline was currently in progress.
Confirmation has been received from the new hosting company that the domain name for the new website, www.sheffordtowncouncil.gov.uk, has been registered; now we can proceed with building the new website.
It was reported that the Council’s Instagram account has one hundred and ninety-nine followers, an increase of twelve new followers in the last thirty days.

6. Parks and Open Spaces
The report on the parks and open spaces, including play areas, their inspections, and any repairs necessary, was distributed to committee members and reviewed, including: the provision of steel toe capped safety boots for volunteers from the Shefford Greenspace Conservation Group; options for the replacement of the failed grass mats safer surfacing under the zip wire at Bellcote Meadow play area; the application to Central Bedfordshire Council for a Community Asset Grant to refurbish the Toddler Play Area at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green; and the extension of the permission granted to a volunteer to carry out metal detecting sweeps on Council land. 

Recommendation to be made to Full Council to provide volunteers from the Shefford Greenspace Conservation Group with additional personal protective equipment, namely steel toe capped boots, to wear when using the pedestrian mowers and strimmers. 

Recommendation to be made to Full Council for the Clerk, in consultation PM and TD, to order the most functional and cost-effective safer surfacing from 
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three options, based on references and advice given by the Play Officer at Central Bedfordshire Council, the Council’s Play Inspector from CPM Playgrounds Ltd, the Director of the Play Inspection Company Ltd, who carry out the Council’s annual play inspection, and visits to inspect the different surfacing in situ at other play areas in Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire.

Recommendation to be made to Full Council to approve the submission of a Community Asset Grant to Central Bedfordshire Council for the refurbishment of the Toddler Play Area at Bellcote Meadow, match funded by the Council of up to £24k from the Earmarked Reserve ‘Play Area Fund’.

Recommendation to be made to Full Council to approve the extension of permission, previously granted to one of the COVID-19 volunteers, to carry out metal detecting sweeps on Council-owned green spaces. 

7. Shefford House
The report on Shefford House was distributed to committee members and reviewed.

8. War Memorial
It was reported that an order had been raised for the specialist cleaning of the War Memorial, together with the painting of the metal iron tray and stone base. The work is scheduled for June/July, weather dependant. It is proposed to employ a local artist to re-enamel the letters.
The Royal British Legion have successfully applied for a £250 Ward Councillor Grant from Ward Cllr Antony Brown, towards the cost of these restoration works.
PM reported that some responses to his letters to the schools have been received, regarding the children who are descendants of the soldiers named on the War Memorial. An article has been published in the latest edition of the Newline for information on some of the soldiers named on the Memorial.

9. Welcome Back Fund
It was reported that Shefford has been made apportioned a share in the Welcome Back Fund, a Government initiative, which has allocated monies to Central Bedfordshire Council. Proposals for an event in the Town Centre were reviewed by the Committee, along with lamppost banners in the High Street to welcome visitors to the Town. The event would include a Food Festival, small fun fair rides, a formal ‘grand opening’ of St Michael’s Close play area following its refurbishment, the crowning of the prince and princesses for 2021/22 and other entertainment suitable for families.

Recommendation to be made to Full Council for a Delivery Plan to be submitted to Central Bedfordshire Council for lamppost banners to be erected in the High Street, and an event to be held in the Town Centre. 
Meeting closed 17:15hrs

