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Minutes of the meeting of the Services and Environment Committee held on 9th June 2021 using www.zoom.us
Present:	Cllrs June Wischhusen (Chair), Jez Perkins, Ken Pollard, Rene Madsen, Paul Mackin and Elsa Tattersfield.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch
1. Election of Chair and Deputy Chair 

It was resolved that Cllr June Wischhusen be elected Chair of the Committee, and Cllr Jez Perkins be elected Deputy Chair.

2. Apologies: received from Cllr Den Fensome.

3. Declarations of interest: none declared.

4. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 12th May 2021 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

5. Public Question Time: no questions received.

6. Communications
It was reported that the summer 2021 edition of Newsline has been distributed, and the deadline for the autumn 2021 edition is July 4th, 2021. 
Work will be starting later this month on the new website. It has been agreed with the Council’s Internal Auditor that the ‘Home’ page and the financial information and minutes will be the priority for populating the drop down pages. These sections are essential for the Council to comply with the Transparency Code.

7. Parks and Open Spaces
The report on the parks and open spaces, including play areas, their inspections, and any repairs necessary, was distributed to committee members and reviewed, including: a set of pull up bars for installation at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green; the naming of the proposed community orchard at the Tippetts Drive entrance to Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green; permission for vehicular access from Waterside to a resident’s property to move a water meter; revamping of the raised brick planter outside Morrisons supermarket; the production of a draft masterplan for a ten year planning programme in the town’s green spaces and grass verges.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers for the Council to match fund the manufacture and installation of a set of bespoke street workout pull up bars and safer surfacing from Incite Fitness; they will be installed in Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green. This project will be match funded by a Ward Councillor grant and Section 106 monies.
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It was resolved by Delegated Powers that the proposed planting of an orchard of dwarf stock fruit trees, at the Tippetts Drive entrance to Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green, be named the ‘Jubilee Orchard’ to mark the Queen’s platinum jubilee.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to give permission for vehicular access through Waterside to the property, 8 Powells Road, in order for a contractor to move the main water supply. The property owner has given assurances they will make good any ground damage.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers for the Town Clerk to raise an order to Branching Out Tree and Garden Services to fell and stump grind out the trees in the raised brick planter outside Morrisons Supermarket in Shefford, as part of revamping of the area.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers for the Youth Involvement Team to proceed with the arrangements for a graffiti project to spray paint a mural on the brickwork of the raised brick planter outside the Morrisons Supermarket in Shefford, as part of the revamping of the area. 

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to produce a draft masterplan for a ten-year tree planting programme, based on planting five or more trees per year in the town’s green spaces and grass verges.

8. Shefford House
The report on Shefford House was distributed to committee members and reviewed.

9. Welcome Back Fund
It was reported that the Delivery Plan for Shefford’s Welcome Back Event and lamppost banners were incorporated into the Central Bedfordshire wide Delivery Plan, which was submitted to the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG). The projects have been reviewed by the MHCLG and they have confirmed verbally that our activities are eligible and can proceed; Central Bedfordshire Council are waiting for the formal written approval. Shefford’s Delivery Plan includes: the replacement of the static bollards leading to Morrisons along Church Walk with removable ones; six lamppost banners for installation in the High Street; and a ‘Welcome Back’ event on the 10th of July with a Food Festival, the ‘Grand Opening’ of St Michael’s Close Play Area, the selection and crowning of Shefford’s 2021/2022 Princes and Princesses, funfair rides, costume characters and fete stalls.

10. Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green Trust
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green Trust held on 25th May 2021 were distributed to committee members and reviewed.
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11. Shefford Greenspace Conservation Group
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Shefford Greenspace Conservation Group held on 25th May 2021 were distributed to committee members and reviewed.
Meeting closed 17:30hrs



