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Minutes of the meeting of the Planning and Highways Committee held on 3rd February 2021 using www.zoom.us
Present:	Cllrs Fred Wilson (Chair), Roger Fowler, Paul Mackin, Ken Pollard, Lisa Hayes, Rene Madsen, Richard Orman and June Wischhusen
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Business Admin Apprentice)
1. Apologies: none received

2. Declarations of interest: none declared

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 6th January 2021 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Public Question Time: no questions received

5. Plans for consideration

CB/21/00181/FULL 
4 Lambs Close, Shefford, SG17 5FY
Proposal: Two storey side extension

It was resolved to support this application.

CB/20/04642/OUT
Land to the rear of 210 to 228 Shefford, Clifton, SG17 5QS
Proposal: Outline Application – demolition of 210 Shefford Road and associated outbuildings and erection of up to 29 dwellings (Class C3) and provision of associated public open space, with all matters reserved except for access

It was resolved to object to this application on the following grounds: -
 
The pedestrian/cycleway access to the rear of houses in Bury Road and Clifton Road will be detrimental to those property owners, creating a noise nuisance, litter and security issues.

The planning application should include a formal pedestrian link from the north west section of the site through to Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green; thus ensuring this does not become an informal desire line as it is the direct route to 
Shefford Town Council’s award winning Green Flag site, Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green. 

The outline planning application should include the small parcel of unregistered land to the north west of the site as whilst the land is not under the ownership 
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of the applicant, it has been maintained by them and will undoubtedly be developed in the immediate future; we do not feel that lack of ownership should preclude this parcel of land being excluded from the application, and can only presume it is to minimise future S106 contributions.

The vision splay onto Clifton Road should be extended to take into consideration the development’s proximity to the busy access route for both vehicular and pedestrian traffic to the nearby Samuel Whitbread Academy, and the BEST nursery sites. It is also noted that the access proposed should be used to service this development only, and any adjacent future developments should be provided with a separate access route.

If Central Bedfordshire Council are minded to grant planning permission for this development, the above amendments would need to be made, together with S106 contributions towards the infrastructure for Shefford to reflect the additional loading on our community. Residents of this development, although in the Parish of Clifton, are closer to the Town of Shefford, and would utilise and access facilities/services and infrastructure in Shefford as opposed to Clifton. This would include schools, the health centre, rights of way (the footpath network linking to the centre of Shefford), highways, sports and leisure provision in Shefford (outdoor gym provision at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green), play provision (Bellcote Meadow Play Area), and parks and open spaces provision (Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green). 

It was also noted that thought should be given to the relocation of the community boundary between Shefford and Clifton Parishes to partly include the ‘Green Corridor’ between the communities. Shared ownership would help to ensure that this is maintained.

6. Road names
It was reported that although initially stating that they would like the Town Council to propose the names for the development of 42 new dwellings at Pinehurst, 17a Ivel Road, Shefford, SG17 5LB, the Developer has since requested the Housing Association that are building the development put forward suggestions for the road names. 

It was resolved by the Delegated Authority for the Committee to reject two of the road names suggested by the Housing Association, Sepford and Saracens, and to support the third, The Conifers.
 
7. Report of Planning Applications not Requiring Statutory Consultation
A report listing the planning applications in 2020 that were logged on the Central Bedfordshire Council planning portal but did not require consultation with Shefford Town Council was distributed to members and noted.
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8. Salt Bins
Following the recent icy weather, a review of the Council’s salt bins has been carried out. Out of the five bins around the Town Centre, three are full and forked over ready to use. However, the salt in the two bins opposite the Co-op (on Old Bridge Way and Old Station Way) needs breaking up, removing and replacing. The trigger to request action from the Emergency Response Team volunteers to spread salt on the footpaths will be discussed with Steve Miller, then relayed to the Committee Members and volunteers.

9. Ivel Road Development
Following a complaint made to the Planning Enforcement Team at Central Bedfordshire Council, it was reported that there are no specific planning conditions restricting construction vehicles from parking outside the site of the development on Ivel Road (CB/19/03340/RM – 90 new dwellings). However, the development site manager is aware of the problems with the road, the access to Tesco’s and the exit from the A507 roundabout, and a banksman is stationed at the entrance to the site directing the construction traffic throughout the work day, to minimise disruption to the traffic flow along Ivel Road.

10. Community Led Housing
An invitation from Eastern Community Homes to attend their online events to be held from the 16th to 18th March 2021, to learn more about community led housing and the support that Eastern Community Homes can provide, was reviewed by the Committee.

It was resolved for the Town Clerk to email the invitation to all members to register themselves if available to attend one of the online events.
Meeting closed 17:00hrs
