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Minutes of the meeting of the Full Council held on Friday 30th April 2021 using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs Paul Mackin (Chair), Ken Pollard, Richard Orman, Fred Wilson, Tony Dawson, Rene Madsen, Roger Fowler, Jez Perkins, June Wischhusen, Lisa Hayes, Elsa Tattersfield, Den Fensome and Steve Nash.

		Ward Cllrs Anthony Brown and Mark Liddiard, and two members of the public

Town Clerk	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Business Admin Apprentice)

1. Apologies: received from Cllr Nicola King
 
2. Declarations of interest: No further interests declared other than those already noted in the Standing Committee minute number 3075 04/21.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee on 26th March 2021 were approved and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Matters arising
No matters arising.

5. Public Question Time
A member of the public emailed the Town Council to report that her granddaughter had fallen off her scooter after catching the wheels down a hole in the footpath at Southbridge Street, and was concerned that pushchair or mobility scooter wheels could get caught in the hole. CQ has reported the fault onto the ‘Fix My Street’ reporting system. ML will check the system over the weekend as a photo had not been uploaded when the fault was reported.

6. Central Bedfordshire Council
ML reported that the Community Asset Grant Scheme was launched today; there is a funding pot of £200k, with the maximum grant being £25k and the closing date for submitting applications is the 9th of July 2021. ML confirmed both Ward Councillor’s support to an application to the grant scheme from the Town Council for improvements to play facilities.
ML clarified that the Highways consultation on parking restrictions in Clifton Road, will not be reducing any of the car parking spaces; it is an adjustment to the spaces, aiming to reduce congestion and aid a continuous traffic flow.
There has been a delay in the Shefford and Stotfold Schools for the Future Programme; with a number of challenges still to overcome due to the fluidity of pupil projected numbers, the review of the programme by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee has been postponed from April 2021, to later in the year.  
Following a report on the ‘Fix My Street’ system, it took only ten days for the pothole in Ivel Road to be repaired. The road surface at the top of Ivel Road is a temporary 
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surface only, and Redrow, the housing developer, has assured the Council that the road will have a top cover to include the junction into the development as agreed as part of the conditions to their planning application.
ML and AB have reviewed the highways town centre improvements priority list, with the addition of more work including requesting the resurfacing of the junction of the High Street and Northbridge/Southbridge Street, and the installation of bollards outside The Porch and the adjacent properties, to prevent delivery vehicles mounting the footpath resulting in damage to the paving slabs. Once costs are received, the Ward Councillors will be lobbying to get the work started as soon as possible.
AB reported that there will be a consultation in May and June 2021 on the proposal for the temporary one-way system in New Street/George Street/Bloomfield Drive to be made permanent; this proposal will be reviewed by the Traffic Management Committee in July 2021. 
Once the Highways Traffic Management Team have audited the new traffic calming scheme in Ampthill Road, proposals to extend the 20mph will be reviewed.
A £250 Ward Councillor Grant towards the costs of the cleaning and refurbishment of the War Memorial has been approved. Further grants are available to organisations/charities if they wish to match fund projects up to £250 for this financial year.
There is no further information to report on establishing an intersection between Harrow Way and the new housing estate, whether it be a pedestrian or vehicular link.
There is an ongoing public consultation for location suggestions for electric vehicle charging units on streets.
TD questioned signage for another road closure of Ivel Road; ML explained that whilst Central Bedfordshire Council own the roads, they cannot refuse utility companies permission from digging up roads if they are for emergency repairs. 
7. Crime 
RF reported that crime statistic data for Shefford covered the period from the 1st to the 29th of April inclusive, and shows a total of twenty-eight offences including: one incident of assault without injury; seven incidents of theft/shoplifting/robbery; eight incidents of harassment/malicious communications/ fear of provocation of violence/public fear, alarm or distress; one incident of trafficking-controlled drugs; and one incident of arson. There were no incidents of criminal damage which is encouraging, and there were ten incidents of making off without payment.  
KP reported that the Police Community Officer stopped a young person riding an electric scooter on the footpath in the High Street.

8. Town Mayor’s Announcements
The report was distributed to Councillors and included: the reply received to the letter of condolence sent to the Secretary of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Office; the video message sent to Kathryn Holloway as she prepares to leave her role as Police Crime Commissioner for Bedfordshire, thanking her for kickstarting the Hub project; the new weapons bin that has been installed in the car park of Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green, and the emptying of the contents, including ‘zombie’ knives and machetes, of the weapons bin located near Morrison Supermarket; and the success of the Eat 
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Feast food vendors at the Charter Market every few weeks, and the plan to increase the number of traders on the 21st May 2021.
PM also shared some highlights of his twenty years’ service as Mayor of Shefford and gave thanks for the support from everyone over his term in office.

9. Shefford Youth Involvement 
The report was distributed to Councillors and included: the work in partnership with Bedfordshire Police around community engagement; ongoing detached work being carried out once a week in Shefford; the success of the ‘Use Ya Feet, Get Off the Street’ football project based at the Robert Bloomfield Academy; the delivery of drop-in and group sessions, and continued mentoring sessions at Samuel the Whitbread Academy; the fitness sessions at the Hub on a Thursday afternoon with Bodyweight Fitness, and Boxing Saves Lives, Luton working on a one to one basis with invited young people; the delivery of Employability sessions targeted for young people aged sixteen to eighteen in Shefford; the group work carried out at Robert Bloomfield Academy; and the continued running of some of the virtual youth clubs.
PM reported that there are more funding opportunities this coming year from the Violence and Exploitation Reduction Unit (VERU).

10. Planning and Highways
A report on the committee meeting held on 7th April 2021 was approved for publication on the website.

11. Services and Environment
A report on the committee meeting held on 14th April 2021 was approved for publication on the website, and the three recommendations were approved.

12. Finance and Strategy 
A report on the committee meeting held on 21st April 2021 was approved for publication on the website, and the recommendation was approved.

13. Town Clerk’s report
The report was distributed to Councillors and included: the completion of the graffiti mural on the Hub, and thanks were given to Esme Handley for delivery of the project; the new noticeboard installed on the Hub, funded by a £250 Ward Councillor Grant from Cllr Mark Liddiard, and Section 106 monies; the town’s second weapons bin installed in Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green car park, and the collection of the weapons recovered from the weapons bin located near the Morrison’s car park entrance; the format of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council and the nominations form for Councillors; the topping up of burial graves in the Campton and Shefford Cemetery; the flying of a Harris Hawk to control the pigeons roosting on Shefford House; and the attendance at a Town Clerks’ meeting arranged by Central Bedfordshire Council.

14. Accounts
The list of payments for April 2021 was circulated to Councillors and approved.
Meeting closed 17:30hrs
