
3169 01/22
Minutes of the meeting of the Services and Environment Committee held on 12th January 2022 at 16.00hrs using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs June Wischhusen (Chair), Jez Perkins, Ken Pollard, Rene Madsen, Tony Dawson, Paul Mackin, Den Fensome and Elsa Tattersfield.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)
1. Apologies: none received

2. Declarations of interest: none declared.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the committee on 8th December 2021 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Public Question Time: no questions received.

5. Communications
It was reported that the articles for the spring edition of Newsline (number 108) will be passed to Character Press tomorrow for editing and publication. 
We have been approached by the Comet newspaper to submit an article (around 350 words) on Shefford to include in their towns and villages feature. By submitting an article (every seven weeks), either a roundup of news, something historical or just something topical, the Council will meet the aims in its Mission Statement ‘to promote Shefford as a place to live, work, visit and a place to invest’. The Council’s first submission, written by JW, is about Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green.
Two thousand six hundred and twelve people were reached in the last twenty eight days through the Council’s Facebook page, and followers to the page have increased to seven hundred and ninety six.

6. Parks and Open Spaces
The report on the parks and open spaces, including play areas, their inspections, and any repairs necessary was distributed to committee members and reviewed including: the annual jet washing of the WetPour safer surfacing in St Michael’s Close and Lucas Way play areas; and the ordering of two litter bins (the same design and colour as those recently installed in St Michael’s play area) and two removable cast iron bollards, both for installation in Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green. This will complete the first phase of the refurbishment of the toddler play area.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to raise an order to Broxap Ltd for the supply and delivery of two metal Derby Weyburn litter bins in RAL 6005 (moss green) for installation in the play area at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to raise an order to Broxap Ltd for the supply and delivery of two cast iron Manchester bollards in RAL 6005 (moss green) for installation in the play area at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green.
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Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council to raise an order to DJ Granger Grounds Maintenance Ltd for the jet washing of the WetPour safer surfacing in St Michael’s Close and Lucas Way play areas this spring to remove all the algae and build-up of dirt and detritus.

7. Shefford House
The report on Shefford House was distributed to committee members and reviewed.

8. Events
It was reported that the Town Carol Service held outside on the market square was a great success, and it is hoped that next years’ service can be held in the same location. £150 was raised for Christian Aid at the event.
The Keech Hospice Care ‘Bob Sleigh’s’ visit to Shefford was also a great success, with lots of positive feedback on social media. £667.50 was raised during the evening, with a total of £5,479.06 raised for the Keech Children’s Hospice over all the sleigh evenings. The sleigh needs an overhaul ready for the Christmas 2022 visits, and as is hoped to give a repeat performance in Shefford, and possibly cover more streets over two nights if there are enough volunteers to support the event, a donation towards the work was reviewed by the Committee. 
The preparations have begun for the Platinum Jubilee celebrations on 2 June 2022, including the Town Crier, a piper, the bugle call, and lighting of the beacon followed by the choir. A separate family event will be held on Saturday 16th July 2022. Activities on the day will include the EatFeast food festival, the choosing and crowning of the new Prince and Princesses of Shefford, fun fair rides and stalls.

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to the Finance and Strategy Committee to make a donation to Keech Hospice Care for the overhaul of their ‘Bob Sleigh’ in readiness for its use leading up to Christmas 2022.
Meeting closed 17:00hrs

