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Minutes of the Services and Environment Committee held on 9th February 2022 at 16.00hrs using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs June Wischhusen (Chair), Jez Perkins, Ken Pollard, Rene Madsen, Paul Mackin, Elsa Tattersfield and Tony Dawson.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)
1. Apologies: received from Cllr Den Fensome after the meeting.

2. Declarations of interest: none declared.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the committee on 12th January 2021 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Public Question Time
TD reported that a member of the public had requested the installation of benches in Pamoli Square. It was noted that this land is owned by Morrisons Supermarkets, and that any request for benches to be installed needs to be directed to the Manager or Community Champion at the store.

5. Communications
It was reported that the delivery of the spring edition of Newsline (number 108) is in progress. 
It is proposed that the students of Robert Bloomfield Academy ‘take over’ the summer 2022 edition of Newsline, submitting the Council’s articles and illustrating the regular submissions from external sources. Simon Feaver from Character Press has offered to give a presentation to the students on his role in editing and printing the publication. 
There are now over 800 followers to the Council’s Facebook page.

6. Parks and Open Spaces
The report on the parks and open spaces, including play areas, their inspections, and any repairs necessary was reviewed including the opening date of the newly refurbished toddler play area at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to hold the grand opening ceremony of the newly refurbished play area on Saturday 26th February 2022, with KP accompanied by the Prince and Princesses of Shefford leading the event.

7. Shefford House
The report on Shefford House was distributed to committee members and reviewed including, the painting of the internal woodwork for the windows on the ground floor of the building.
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Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to raise an order to W Firkins and Partners Ltd for the painting of the internal woodwork of the windows in the ground floor office, council chamber and hallway. 

8. Welcome Back Grant Scheme
It was reported that the Council had been successful in bidding for a further share of £4k of Central Bedfordshire Council’s Welcome Back Grant Scheme to fund the following projects: the design, printing and installation of two sets of three ‘Platinum Jubilee’ lamppost banners (to swap with the existing ‘Welcome Back’ banners); an extra bracket for the lamppost banners; the design and printing of nine hundred sets of ‘Jubilee Postcards’ (there are seven postcards in a set, using the pencil drawings commissioned by TD); the design and printing of one hundred and fifty tote bags to advertise the Shefford markets; and the restocking, including preparation, of the town centre shrub beds.

Meeting closed 17:00hrs

