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Minutes of a meeting of the Services and Environment Committee held on 13th April 2022 at 16.00hrs using www.zoom.us 
Present:	Cllrs June Wischussen (Chair), Jez Perkins, Ken Pollard, Paul Mackin, Tony Dawson, Elsa Tattersfield and Den Fensome.
Town Clerk:	F Fitch and C Quinlan (Admin Assistant)
1. Apologies: received from Cllr Rene Madsen.

2. Declarations of interest: none declared.

3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the committee on 9th March 2022 were agreed as a true record and signed digitally by the Chair. The Zoom recording of the meeting was agreed to be deleted.

4. Public Question Time: no questions received.

5. Communications
It was reported that students from the Robert Bloomfield Academy have submitted nine articles (together with photos and an introduction from Mrs Burt) for the summer edition of Newsline. TD has passed all articles received to Character Press for the production and printing of the publication later this month.
Following a suggestion by JW, and once Simon Feaver from Character Press (accompanied by TD) has given a presentation to the students on his role in editing and printing the Newsline publication, the students will write an article on the process and their experience of ‘taking over’ the Newsline for submission to the Comet.
A video has been produced of an interview of KP by the students of Robert Bloomfield Academy on the Fairtrade scheme. The video will be uploaded to the Robert Bloomfield Academy and the KP’s social media accounts with the aim to promote the sale and purchase of Fairtrade goods.
The following on the Council’s Facebook page has increased to eight hundred and twenty one.

6. Parks and Open Spaces
The report on the parks and open spaces, including play areas, their inspections, and any repairs necessary was distributed to committee members including: the grinding of an Alder tree stump in The Meads; the review of the recommendations in the Tree Safety Survey reinspection for Drovers Spinney, Waterside and Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green; litter picking in Drovers Spinney and blocking up the gap in the fencing; and the cutting of the allotments hedges.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to instruct Branching Out Tree and Garden Services to grind out the Alder tree stump in The Meads (resulting from a failed tree during store Eunice).


3203 04/22
It was resolved by Delegated Powers to instruct Branching out Tree and Garden Services to carry out trees works in Drovers Spinney as recommended (to be actioned within three months) in the Tree Safety Reinspection Survey that was carried out by Maydencroft Ltd in March 2022.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to instruct GD Maintenance and Services to carry out a litter pick in Drovers Spinney to clear the litter that has blown into the site from the adjacent car park following the recent high winds, and to look at ways of blocking the gap at the bottom of the perimeter fencing to prevent further litter blowing into the site.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to obtain quotations from Branching Out Tree and Garden Services/CPM Playgrounds Ltd for the recommended works in both Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green (re-pollarding two crack willows) and Waterside (remove major deadwood in a Lombardy Poplar and relocate one of the benches) as recommended in the Tree Safety Reinspection Survey that was carried out by Maydencroft Ltd in March 2022.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to raise an order to Branching Out Tree and Garden Service to cut the front and right hand side of the perimeter hedge at the Shefford allotments.                       

7. Shefford House
The report on Shefford House was distributed to committee members including: the Electrical Installation Condition Report (EICR), a quotation to carry out all the recommended works in the EICR; and a quotation to repaint the lobby door.

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council to raise an order to Ben Marshall Electrical Ltd to carry out all the works recommended in the ECIR carried out in March to ensure the electrical wiring in Shefford House is compliant with current legislation.

It was resolved by Delegated Powers to raise an order to W Firkins and Partners Ltd to repaint the lobby door once the stained glass panel is refitted.

8. Public Toilets
It was reported that following the lifting of COVID restrictions and discussions with the Cleaning Contractor, we are looking to reopen the public toilets. However, before this can happen, repairs/upgrade to the lights, electrical system and flooring need to be carried out.

Recommendation by Delegated Powers to be made to Full Council to raise an order to Ben Marshall Electrical Ltd to carry out all the required electrical work including upgrading the lights, repairs to the flush system, and installing an independent connection from the toilet block to power the Christmas Lights.
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It was resolved by Delegated Powers to instruct Mark Cole to carry out the repairs to the flooring in the ladies toilet. 

9. Events
An update on upcoming events was given including: the Community Action Day, which will be held on Pamoli Square on 22nd April between 10:00 – 14:00hrs; the Annual Town Meeting, which will be held on Thursday 19th May at 18:00hrs at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green; the Shefford Greenspace Conservation Group and Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green Trust AGMs, which will be held at Bellcote Meadow Millennium Green on Tuesday 24th May commencing 11:30hrs; the basic programme in the final stage of the preparations for the Council’s Jubilee celebrations on Thursday 2nd June (as at 5 April 2022); and the Jubilee Family Fun Day, which will be held in the Town Centre on Saturday 16th July from 14:00 – 17:00hrs (food festival will continue to 20:00hrs).

Meeting closed 17:24hrs

